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Mission: “Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides 

  women and girls with access to the education and training they 

  need to achieve economic empowerment.”.  
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31 
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 SI Report of High Political 

Forum 2021 

Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to 

 reach their full potential and live their dreams”. 

Soroptimist Thunder Bay 

Club Meeting Wednesday,  

September 8 at 7 pm  

Join Zoom Meeting: Judy 

will advise connection 

details 

A CONVERSATION WITH CHERYL 

 

The lyrics “see you in Septem-

ber” have taken on new mean-

ing since COVID 19 became a 

world-wide pandemic.  While 

here in Canada we have 

enough vaccine for anyone 

over the age of 12 to be inocu-

lated, not all Canadians are 

availing themselves of this opportunity.  The medical folks 

are working feverishly to determine the correct dosage of 

the vaccine for children under the age of 12.  The hope is 

that by the end of 2021 or early 2022, all children can be 

vaccinated and Canada will have “herd” immunity.  Mean-

while, “in person” school is scheduled to start after La-

bour Day for many students.  While all the “adults” know 

that “in person” learning is the best, there is trepidation 

with regard to classrooms with children under 12 who 

can’t be vaccinated.  I was personally surprised to hear of 

people I know who have adult children who refuse to be 

vaccinated - one child & family live in the U.S.A. and the 

other family lives in Alberta.  I don’t know if you know of 

friends in similar circumstances, but it sure makes the 

pandemic situation more challenging for them.     
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Little did I know last summer when I quoted Bob Dylan lyrics “the times they are 

changing” that life pre-pandemic may not return.  I naively thought that once we had a 

vaccine, the world would return to the “old” normal.  I suppose this happens when you 

see life through “rose-coloured glasses” as my eldest son often says. I think we will be 

wearing masks for a lot longer than we may have initially thought – face masks, sani-

tizing surfaces and our hands will become the norm.  Someone (you don’t know) 

standing closer to you than 6 feet away may make you feel like they are invading your 

personal space.  We may struggle to find a polite way (after all Canadians are polite) 

to ask if someone has been vaccinated.  I wonder if the question ”Are you double vac-

cinated” will become one of the “no/no” or should I say “taboo” topics to discuss in so-

cial situations along with politics and religion.  

While I am disappointed that the COVID positive tests results are on the rise and the 

forecast for more infections this fall, I am hopeful that the hospital admissions will not 

rise to the level that we experienced in 2020 and earlier this year.  However, I am one 

person and what can do?   

This led to the Lesley Gore song “What’s A Girl Supposed to Do?”  Then I thought 

about our Soroptimist Club members – yep I think of all of our Club members as “girls” 

and it made me smile.  The word “girl” is likely to refer to a “young lady/woman”.  Our 

members are “young” maybe not in years, but certainly young in our way of thinking 

and our collective willingness to embrace new ideas and methods.  This past year has 

clearly shown our willingness to try new things and dip our toes in the water of un-

known as evidenced by our “Sweet Dreams Auction”.   

This leads me to what I likely should have said at the beginning of this article.  How-

ever, as you know, I can’t seem to say anything without a big introduction or ‘setting 

the stage” so to speak.    Our August yard sale fundraiser was VERY SUCCESSFUL 

despite rain and the short turn- around time.  Thank you to Joan for offering her ga-

rage and yard for the garage sale on Saturday August 28
th
 and again on Monday Au-

gust 30
th
 to fill the Comfort Kits.   

Thank you to everyone who donated items.  Thank you Shirley and Lorrie for all the 

work you did in organizing and working at this yard sale!! A BIG thank you to the 

members who were able to help set up for the yard sale, and those who worked at the 

yard sale!  I think we were all surprised at how much money we raised by selling 

items a few dollars at a time!  Thank you to the “Mr. Soroptimist”s who carried/lugged 

items, set up tents and took tables back to the CLE for us!!    
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Thank you to Lorrie and Judy A. for all your work on the 100 Comfort Kits project.  

Thank you to the members who contributed items/money for the purchase of the 

items for the beautiful bags!  The recipients will certainly feel special!   As the saying 

goes “many hands make light work!” which sure was true with these two projects!  

Imagine, the Soroptimist year is just starting and we have already done two projects!!        

In speaking with Karen Bortolin, she has advised that the plans are well in hand for 

our SIA 100
th
 Anniversary party on September 18

th
 in our Friendship Garden.  Karen 

is very excited (should I say almost giddy?) about how things are coming together.  

This celebration is guaranteed to be a lot of FUN with Karen and her committee at the 

helm! Please mark your calendars – you don’t want to miss the excitement and the 

chance to celebrate the 100
th
 Anniversary of SAI with your fellow Soroptimists and 

guests! 

While many of us may have some concerns about the state of the world right now, we 

can take comfort in the knowledge that in our own little part of this wonderful world, 

we are making a difference!  Through our hard work, we continue to make a differ-

ence in women and girls’ lives.  We only have to think about our “Live Your Dream” 

program and our 2021 Club and Eastern Canada Regional winner Laija Beaulieu!  

The three 100
th
 Anniversary bursaries that Faith and Kathleen presented on our 

Club’s behalf to the three Grade 8 girls under the “Dream It Be It” program, and last 

but not least the 100 beautiful “stuffed to the gills” Comfort Kits that are being given to 

Superior Points on September 9
th
!!   

Yes ladies, as the late Margaret Mead’s famously said, ” Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed it is the only 

thing that ever has”.   I think we as Soroptimists in Thunder Bay and around the world 

have indeed changed the world for many women and girls!!      
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100th Anniversary Celebration –  Karen Bortolin, Chair 

Last spring a committee was formed to organize our club’s celebration of the 100th 

anniversary of Soroptimist International. Committee members are Linda Adams, 

Judy Anderson, Marlene Crago, Karen Lynn Evans, Sharon Godwin, Kim Koivu-

koski, Lee Ann Nalezyty, and our club’s Public Awareness Chair Faith Crichton.  

It was challenging with Ontario’s Covid steps to know where to start; and even as 

I write this, I still fear that Doug Ford will announce going back to tighter restric-

tions should southern Ontario’s numbers go up again. Fingers crossed. At present 

the restrictions are 100 for an outdoor event, and that is exactly what we are plan-

ning for.  

The Anniversary Celebration is going to be on 

September 18th, from 2 – 4 pm, at the Soropti-

mist International Friendship Gardens, by the 

SI arch and the Memorial tree grove. Mayor Bill 

Mauro will be there to bring congratulations 

from the City. We have invited a few other 

guests and plan to invite former members and 

award winners. For now we ask you to “save 

the date”. You are welcome to bring a guest so 

feel free to make a personal invitation.  

All members will be asked to wear their blue shirt and name tag, a mask, and to 

bring a lawn chair and an empty vessel to put water in (pop bottle, milk jug, etc.).  

As much as I personally would have loved to have planned a 1920’s themed gar-

den party with finger sandwiches and cakes, Covid has put limitations on what 

we can serve and do. So, it what can be, will be, and we will make the best of it. 

Join us! 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   September 2021 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Awareness 

Another successful fund raiser!  We have $597.70 cash plus $10.00 E transfer and $7 
purse sale.  Total $614.70. 
  
Thanks to all who donated and participated and especially Joan for hosting and Shirley 
for organizing.  
  

Yard Sale 

 

Once again a good start to the year with the fall activities!     Check out our “Blue Wave” as 
they help out at the Yard Sale and Comfort Kit Assembly.   Not a bad turnout and hope-
fully the ad in the What to Do section of the paper helped business, as well as 
the  promotion on the Face Book page.    

Faith 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   September 2021 

 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comfort Kits 

The Superior Points staff from the Thunder Bay District Health Unit 

will be picking up our 100 Comfort Kits from Lorrie's house 52 Carl 

Avenue, at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday Sept. 9th. 

Everyone is invited to attend and please wear your blue shirts for pic-

tures.  
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SI Thunder Bay General Meeting 

September 8, 2021 

Via zoom  

7 p.m. 

AGENDA 

 

Call to order          Cheryl 

Installation of New Member       Cheryl 

Minutes of the June 2021 General Meeting     Kim 

Treasurer’s Report         Cindy 

Financial Statement ended June 30,2021     Cindy 

Correspondence         Cheryl 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Spring Conference 2022        Maxine 

SI Friendship Garden        Maxine 

Soroptimist International 100
th
 Anniversary     Karen 

Soroptimist International Virtual Celebrations     Cheryl 

 Two Virtual Events – Sept. 25&26 and Oct 1-3 

 

 Comfort Kits celebrating SIA Anniversary    Lorrie & Judy A. 

Trust Committee         Maxine 
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FUNDRAISING        Kathleen & Shirley   

Yard Sale held August 28
th
        Shirley 

Summer Internal Club “Bottle Drive” fundraiser     Kathleen 

Bingo Fundraiser         Karen 

       

PROGRAM         Judy P 

Live Your Dream  

Dream It, Be It – Bursaries       Kathleen & Faith   

 

MEMBERSHIP        Kim and Judy 

SI Policies & Procedures no report       

   

PUBLIC RELATATIONS       Faith 

Archives - Preservation of Charter (no report)     Cheryl 

Soroptimist Celebrating Success Awards    Kathleen & Faith  

   

NEW BUSINESS  

Ratification of Declaration of Trust Agreement     Maxine 

Fall ECR meeting          Cheryl 

Fall SI Foundation of Canada Meeting      Cheryl  

Any Other Business  

 

 
Soroptimist Pledge:” We are Soroptimists committed to the sincerity of friendship, the joy of 

achievement, the dignity of service, the integrity of profession, the love of country. We will put forth 
our best efforts to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the 

URGENT  Attached is the Trust Declaration document (SI Thunder Bay Trust) 

that we will be discussing at Wednesday (September 8, 2021) night's virtual Club 

meeting.  Please review this document in advance of Wednesday's meeting so that it 

may be ratified.  This Trust Declaration document is the first step in acquiring charita-

ble status for our Club.  
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Declaration  of Trust 

 

 

This Declaration of Trust made the    day of September, 2021 

 

B E T W E E N : 

 

 Sharon Godwin, Cindy Figus, and Melanie Cates (“Trustees”) 

 

 and 

 

  Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay  (“Club”) 

 

 and 

 

 Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay Trust (“Trust”) 

 

 

WHEREAS the Club is interested in forming Charitable organization for charitable purposes within Canada; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Club desires to declare the trusts upon which money and Property received and held by it, shall be 
held and administered by the Trustees from time to time;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, this agreement and declaration of trust, witnesses that in consideration of the premises, the Trus-
tees hereby agree with the Club and themselves and their successors and declare as follows: 

 

 In this Agreement and Deed/Declaration of Trust: 
 

 “Trustees” shall mean the trustees for the purposes of this trust declaration and shall include the Trus-
tees and their successors in the trusts hereby created; 

 

 “Trust” shall mean the Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay Trust (“SITB Trust”); 
 

 The Trustees for SITB Trust shall be appointed by the Club to hold such position as follows: two  trustees for a 
term of two fiscal years each and one trustee for a term of three years or until a successor is appointed. The 
consent or vote of a majority of the members in good standing of the Club, present, in person or by proxy, at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be sufficient approval for appointment of a Trustee. The three trustees 
will decide who will have the two year and who will have the three year terms. 

 
 

 The Trustees for SITB shall from time to time raise, receive by way of donation, legacy, bequest, gift or transfer, 
property and funds and shall administer and apply such property and funds for the purposes of the relief of pov-
erty and the advancement of education, preferably for the benefit of women. 
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 The Trustees shall allocate the property and funds for the above charitable purposes on the advice of and with 
the consent of the Club. The Trustees are allowed to amend or alter the purposes of the trust in order to meet 
the legislative and common law requirements for charitable registration. 

 

 The consent of a majority of the members in good standing of the Club, present, in person or by proxy, at a 
regular business meeting of the Club shall be sufficient consent for Clause. 4. 

 

 The trust herein declared shall be carried out without remuneration or pecuniary gain to any of the Trustees and 
any revenue or other accretions of the trust fund shall be used in promoting the objects herein declared. 

 

 The Trustees, in carrying out the objects aforesaid, may disburse funds which they hold or may use moneys in 
their possession to purchase property which they may thereafter hold for the purposes of the trust. 

 

 The Trustees shall keep the following books and accounts: 
 

 a full and complete account of all moneys received by the Trustees and held by the Trustees and dis-
bursed by the Trustees. 

 

 a full and complete account of all securities received, held and disposed of by the trustee 
 

 an inventory of all property received by the Trustees, purchased by the Trustees, currently held by the 
Trustees and written off, sold or otherwise disposed of by the Trustees. 

 

 minutes of meeting of the Trustees and copies of all resolutions in writing of the Trustees. 
 

 All funds held by the Trustees shall be held on deposit in an account to be maintained with a Canadian char-
tered bank or with a Canadian chartered trust company, or a regulated or licensed Canadian Credit Union or 
Caisse Populaire. All cheques drawn upon the funds of the trust shall be signed by two of the Trustees. All secu-
rities held by the Trustees shall be held in safekeeping by a Canadian chartered bank, a Canadian chartered 
trust company, a regulated or licensed Canadian Credit Union or Caisse Populaire  or a Canadian licensed or 
registered securities manager. 

 (i)  The Trustees shall have power to invest and re-invest any moneys received by them in such 
investments as are from time to time authorized by law for investment by Trustees and with the consent 
of the Club. The Trustees, with the approval of the Club, may from time to time sell or otherwise dispose 
of such investments and apply the proceeds thereof for the objects declared in this declaration of trust. 

 

(ii)  The consent of the majority of the members in good standing of the Club, present in person or by proxy, 
at a regular business meeting shall be sufficient consent under subsection (i). 

 

 

appoint another Trustee in the place of the person so dying or resigning or becoming unable to act, to serve until the 
next annual meeting of the Club. 

 

 The Trustees shall elect from amongst their number a Chairman, Treasurer and secretary. 
 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   September 2021 

 11 

 
 Any action to be taken or decisions to be made by the Trustees, including election of officers and selection of 

Trustees, may be taken or made by resolution in writing, provided any such resolution is approved by all Trus-
tees in office at such time, and each approval is evidenced by a signature to such resolution. Save as otherwise 
herein specifically provided and subject to 48 hours notice having been given to all the Trustees, any action of 
the Trustees may be taken by the majority of the Trustees then in office and which action may be evidenced by 
minutes of a meeting, a document in writing signed by such majority or by a resolution passed by a majority of 
the Trustees then in office at a meeting of the Trustees. 

 
 The Trustees may at any time and from time to time make such regulations for the better administration of the 

funds, including the calling and holding of such meetings of the Trustees and for the carrying out of the trusts 
hereby created as they shall deem fit, subject always to the terms of the Trust Declaration.  

 
 The Trustees shall have the power at any time and from time to time to amend or revoke any of the terms 

hereof, provided always that the objects of the trust hereby created and expressed in paragraph 3 may not be 
changed. Such amendments shall require the approval of the Club which may be given by the affirmative vote of 
two-thirds of the members in good standing of the Club present in person or by proxy at the next Annual General 
Meeting and shall be effective upon being passed by the Trustees, until such club approval is given or withheld. 
If not approved such amendments will be deemed not to have been made, but any action taken under such 
amendments and before the date on which approval is denied, shall be deemed to have been validly taken.  

 
 The trustees shall ensure that the terms of this Trust Declaration and the operation of the Trust shall comply at 

all times with provisions of Canadian Statutes and the common law relating to Charities. 
 
 
 The Trustees shall submit at each regular business meeting of the Club and annually to the Club a report of all 

their dealings with the trust.  
 
 The accounts of the Trust shall be presented annually to the Club and may be audited or prepared by a char-

tered accountant as may be deemed appropriate by the Trustees and the fiscal year of the Trust shall end on 
the 30th of June in each year. 

 
 The Trust may be dissolved on the vote of two-thirds of the members in good standing of the Club. On the disso-

lution of the SITB Trust all property held by the Trustees shall be disposed of in accordance with the charitable 
objects set out herein. 

 

 It is hereby acknowledged by the Trustees that the sum of $1,000.00 has been transferred by the Club to the 
Trustees for the purpose of establishing the SITB trust. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have hereunto set their signatures, this                           day of     Septem-
ber, 2021. 

 

SIGNED AND DELIVERED 

in the presence of     ____________________________ 

       Sharon Godwin, Chairman 

       _____________________________ 

       Cindy Figus, Treasurer  

       ______________________________   
           Melanie Cates, Secretary  

       Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay 

       Per: 

       _______________________________ 

        Cheryl Ball, President 

       _______________________________ 

         Karen Bortolin, Secretary 
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SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THUNDER BAY TRUST 

 

 RULES FOR MEMBERS OF SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THUNDER BAY  

 

In these rules, 

 

   
 'Club' means the Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay; 

 

 'Member' means member of the Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay  
 

 'Trustee' means Trustee of the Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay Trust 
 

 'Trust' means  Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay Trust 
 

 A member who makes a donation to the Trust shall be given a receipt for income tax purposes by the Treasurer 
of the Trust. 

 

 A member who makes a donation to a club project in lieu of work or other contribution shall not receive a receipt 
for income tax purposes from a Trustee. 

 

 Funds of the Club may be transferred to the Trust if approved by a majority of the members of the Club present 
at a regular business meeting of the Club. No tax receipt shall be issued. 

 

  All cash contributions made to the Trust by persons who are members shall be paid to the Trust and a receipt 
given to the donor. 

 

 All donations or contributions made to the Club by persons who are not members should be directed or made 
payable to the Trust and a tax receipt shall be given to individuals therefor, unless the donation is specified to be 
used for Club administration or Club operations. 

 

DATED AT  Thunder Bay, Ontario                  this    day of September, 2021 

 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Sharon Godwin, Chairman 

        

 

      ____________________________ 

      Cindy Figus, Treasurer 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Melanie Cates, Secretary 

 TRUSTEES 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   September 2021 

 13 

 

SI Thunder Bay General Meeting 

June 9, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 

Present: Cheryl Ball, Judy Perrier, Karen Bortolin, Cindy Figus, Lorrie 

Haslam, Kim Koivukoski, Maxine Tenander, Karhleen Rismondo, Lee Anne Nalezyty, 

Judy Anderson, Marlene Crago, Lauren Buttman, Karen Lynn Evans, Melanie Cates, 

Marilyn Fenwick,, Sharon Godwin, Joan Taddo, 

Regrets: Faith Crichton, Sharon Godwin, Barb Fraser, Rosa Martin, Enid 

McKenzie, Linda Adams, Shirley Smith 

AGENDA 

Cheryl called the meeting to order at 7:00. 

Judy P. noted that unfortunately the previous Live Your Dream 

Award winners were not in attendance. 

Minutes 

Moved by Kim 

Seconded by Judy P. 

That the Minutes of the May 12, 2021 General meeting be approved as 

distributed. 

Carried 

Treasurer’s Report 

Cindy noted that she has started to collect dues. She reminded everyone 

that it is time to remit to remit your membership fee. The club receives $20 

from each membership fee. 

The GIC for the Garden has been cashed and deposited. 

Moved by Cindy 

Seconded by Lorrie that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented. 

Carried 

 

SI Thunder Bay General Meeting 

June 9, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 

Present: Cheryl Ball, Judy Perrier, Karen Bortolin, Cindy Figus, Lorrie 

Haslam, Kim Koivukoski, Maxine Tenander, Karhleen Rismondo, Lee Anne Nalezyty, 

Judy Anderson, Marlene Crago, Lauren Buttman, Karen Lynn Evans, Melanie Cates, 

Marilyn Fenwick,, Sharon Godwin, Joan Taddo, 

Regrets: Faith Crichton, Sharon Godwin, Barb Fraser, Rosa Martin, Enid 

McKenzie, Linda Adams, Shirley Smith 

AGENDA 

Cheryl called the meeting to order at 7:00. 

Judy P. noted that unfortunately the previous Live Your Dream 

Award winners were not in attendance. 

Minutes 

Moved by Kim 

Seconded by Judy P. 

That the Minutes of the May 12, 2021 General meeting be approved as 

distributed. 

Carried 

Treasurer’s Report 

Cindy noted that she has started to collect dues. She reminded everyone 

that it is time to remit to remit your membership fee. The club receives $20 

from each membership fee. 

The GIC for the Garden has been cashed and deposited. 

Moved by Cindy 

Seconded by Lorrie that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented. 
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Budget 

Cindy reviewed the revised budget for 2021-22 that she had sent to all 

members. She reminded all in attendance that a budget is really a 

guideline for the coming year. 

Moved by Cindy 

Seconded by Maxine that the budget be accepted as presented. 

Carried 

Correspondence 

No Correspondence 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Spring Conference 2022 

No Report 

Soroptimist International 100th Anniversary 

The Committee is meeting on June 15, 2021. 

Maxine noted that there are locates available for putting up tents, canopies. 

Comfort Kits Celebrating SIA 100th Anniversary 

Lorrie noted that dental floss has become very expensive. She has devised a 

less expensive method of dental care. She and Judy A. are placing ‘like 

items’ into packages for easier filling of the comfort kit bags. This year’s 

comfort kit bags which were donated by Maxine are beautiful. Once 

everything is ready for assembling, Lorrie and Judy will advise the 

members of where this outdoor work bee will be held. 

ECR Virtual Spring Conference 

The Conference was well attended by SI Thunder Bay members in blue 

shirts. Thank you to Karen for leading the fun activity the second night of 

the event. 
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Trust Committee 

Maxine reported that the Trust Committee met on Monday, June 7, 2021. 

Cindy, Melanie and Sharon are the Trustees. The Committee is finalizing 

the Trust document as well as their respective terms as trustees. Once 

Melanie and Sharon have thoroughly reviewed the Declaration of Trust 

document, the Trustees will sign it and then it will be presented to all 

members for their approval. Once the Club has approved the agreement, 

the trust is established. The next steps will be applying for ‘s Charitable 

status. 

FUNDRAISING 

Summer Internal Club “Bottle Drive” Fundraiser 

Kathleen reviewed the details of this new internal club fundraiser that 

were outlined in the June newsletter. Members are requested to collect 

and return alcohol bottles and cans and donate the proceeds to the Club in 

September. As it is an internal fundraiser, it is not appropriate for the Club 

to advertise on Facebook. 

Yard Sale 

Joan is willing to donate all of the proceeds from her Yard Sale items to the 

Club. Joan noted that she will require help as she is no longer able to do 

anything strenuous. Everyone present volunteered to help out. Joan noted 

that the yard sale could be held anytime –perhaps before we meet in 

September. 

PROGRAM 

Live Your Dream 

Judy P. reported that she is attempting to keep contact with Live Your 

Dream Award winners. The search for appropriate candidates for Live 

Your Dream 2022 will start again in August. Suggestions regarding people 

or places to advertise are most welcome. 
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Dream It, Be It – Bursaries 

Kathleen noted that the 3 schools involved have submitted names. 

McKeller is having a live ceremony and Kathleen and Faith have been 

invited. They plan to attend and will have photos taken that can be posted. 

St. James grad is virtual and on the same day. Melanie volunteered to 

attend this ceremony. Kathleen will send her the particulars. Algonquin has 

not yet relayed the grad information. It was thought that it would be 

valuable for SI Thunder Bay to have a presence at all of these grads. 

MEMBERSHIP 

SI Policies and Procedures 

The Policies and Procedures Committee has met. Lee Anne will fine tune 

the document during the summer. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS – no report 

NEW BUSINESS 

Soroptimist Foundation Canada Live Your Dream Awards 

Twenty-six women attended the first ever SFC presentation of LYD awards 

to women living in communities that do not have a Soroptimist club on 

Saturday, May 22, 2021. Maxine and Cheryl attended the ceremony. 

 

They were disappointed that many winners were not on the call nor did 

they submit a short video thanking the Foundation. It was noted that this 

event was held on a long weekend. It was suggested that consideration 

should be given to holding this event on a different day to garner more 

attendees. 
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Archives – Preservation of Charter 

This project will be pursued in the fall although Karen has already spoken 

with an archivist from the museum who suggested that the charter could 

be stored in 11X17 envelopes. The information has been forwarded to 

Sharon Godwin as well. Perhaps the charter could be displayed at 

Outreach/Club Events. 

Election of SI Foundation of Canada Board of Directors 

Following the recommendation of the Board, membership agreed to submit 

the votes for Nada Johnson, Yolanda Broderick and Alice Maxwell for the SI 

Foundation of Canada directors. 

Soroptimist Celebrating Success Awards 

It was agreed that SI Thunder Bay should shine a light on what we have 

accomplished this year. Faith and Kathleen have been asked to submit the 

PR Activities and the Sweet Dreams Auction for consideration of the 

Soroptimist Celebrating Success Awards. 

Installation of New Board Members 

Maxine installed three members to the SI Thunder Bay Board. She outlined 

the responsibilities of the Recording Secretary and the Membership Chair. 

She then proceeded to install Karen Bortolin as Recording Secretary and 

Judy Anderson and Kim Koivukoski as Interim Membership Co-chairs. 

Karen, Judy and Kim accepted their respective responsibilities. 

Any Other Business 

Happy Birthday Cindy - June 6, Melanie - July 24, Yvonne - July 26, Judy P. - 

August 8, Lee Anne - August 22. 

Lee Anne will explore a summer Get Together – hopefully an “in person” 

activity in one of the members’ yards. 

ADJOURNMENT 

After reciting the Pledge for ECR, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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A life well lived 
Many soroptimists who attended con-
ferences in the past, remember Flora.  
A remarkable lady. Below is a link that 
Natalie Inniss has made available 
about a special Library in 
Guelph.  Flora Francis was a long 
tiime member of SI Guelph as well 
as  archivist and photographer for the 
Eastern Canada Region for many 
years.   
  
 
 
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-
news/guelph-black-heritage-society-
opening-the-flora-francis-memorial-
library-this-fall-4234018  
 

https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/guelph-black-heritage-society-opening-the-flora-francis-memorial-library-this-fall-4234018
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/guelph-black-heritage-society-opening-the-flora-francis-memorial-library-this-fall-4234018
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/guelph-black-heritage-society-opening-the-flora-francis-memorial-library-this-fall-4234018
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/guelph-black-heritage-society-opening-the-flora-francis-memorial-library-this-fall-4234018
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

I wondered what I could write about for the “Did You Know” segment of our Septem-

ber club newsletter.  We have been talking about the Soroptimist International’s 100
th
 

Anniversary for a while now – likely a year!  My how time has flown by - even in a 

pandemic!  I thought I would look into what happened in Canada in 1921 or failing 

that, the 1920’s – what was Canadian life like during this period. 

The 1921 Census for Canada records tell the story of our country during one of the 

most significant periods of national growth and of social and political change that the 

country has ever known. 

The 1920s marked Canada's true independence from the apron strings of the British 

Empire.  Canada had emerged from the Great War with a subtle sense of pride for the 

role it played in delivering an allied victory, with famous and nation-defining battles at 

Ypres, Somme and the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

Perhaps greater than this was the feeling among Canadians that they had "come of 
age", both as a country and as a people. The 1921 Census records offer a snapshot 
of the lives of those who turned a demure English colony into the ebullient and pros-
perous nation that it is today.  In fact, in 1920 Canada was one of the founding mem-
bers of the League of Nations - a precursor to what is now the United Nations, estab-
lishing Canada's long-standing role as a global peace-keeper. 

The 1920s also saw major social and political change and upheaval, with aboriginals 
and women getting the right to vote and to be elected to parliament. In the 1921 Fed-
eral Election, Agnes Macphail was elected to the House of Commons as a member of 
the Progressive Party of Canada for the Grey Southeast electoral district, becoming 
the first woman Member of Parliament in Canada. 

That same year Nellie McClung was elected to the Alberta legislative assembly.  
Nellie was a famous suffragist who later in the decade led a battle to establish the 
status of women as persons under the BNA Act,  

Generally the 1920s were a decade of growth and prosperity in Canada (and North 
America more broadly), with huge waves of immigration into the country following the 
First World War. The influx of global immigrants looking for new and better opportuni-
ties helped to create our cultural tapestry, drove the economies of our largest cities 
and helped populate the burgeoning West. 
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I next looked at what was happening in the United States since the first Soroptimist 
Club was chartered in Alameda County (Oakland) California in 1921.   

It's been 100 years since the birth of America's "Roaring Twenties.”  In 1921, alcohol 
was contraband, In one case, the owners of Hotel Majestic in New York City swapped 
out liquor bottles for books and converted their bar into a library. Many will recall that 
Prohibition existed in the United States, however, they may not recall how long it 
lasted – from 1920 until December,1933, no wonder there were speak easies! Histori-
ans believe that driving the vice economy underground actually fueled the rise of or-
ganized crime. Gangsters such as Al Capone profited greatly from Prohibition, as they 
became the sole suppliers of beer and liquor to speakeasies. 

In the 1920’s things were certainly different from today.  Headlines from newspapers 
were shouted from street corners and much of American life was racially segregated 
by law.  In the 1920s, thousands of women were arrested and fined for breaking laws 
that regulated their clothing. (I’m not sure if that was the case in Canada).  However if 
a women exposed too much thigh or shoulder for the norms of the day, they could 
land in jail.  There even police officer(s) whose job it was to measure the hems of the 
newest swimwear fashions.   

Interestingly, the first-ever Miss America pageant was held in Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey, in 1921.  Sixteen-year-old Margaret Gorman, of Washington D.C., won the com-
petition. She was awarded this Statue of Liberty crown and flag-striped striped cape. 
In 1919, after World War I, the U.S. government lifted a ban on civilian radio owner-
ship and transmission, and it wasn't long before commercial radio became a favorite 
source of entertainment along with baseball and boxing. 
 

THE NATIONAL WOMEN”S PARTY 
In 1921 in the United States — two years after the 19th Amendment established 
women's right to vote and the year that the first Soroptimist Club was chartered, the 
National Woman's Party met with President Warren G. Harding to discuss a Constitu-
tional amendment guaranteeing women equal rights.  The Equal Rights Amendment 
was introduced in Congress in 1923. It was never ratified. 
 

Madame Currie 
Chemist and physicist Marie Curie discovered the element radium, but, as a widowed 
mother living on a professor's salary in 1920, she could not afford to purchase any to 
continue her research. The substance was wildly expensive — $100,000 per gram. 

https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2012/01/17/prohibition-and-the-rise-of-the-american-gangster/
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2012/01/17/prohibition-and-the-rise-of-the-american-gangster/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/when-women-crowdfunded-radium-marie-curie-180963305/#:~:text=After%20a%20fundraising%20campaign%20led,radium%20for%20her%20ongoing%20research.
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/when-women-crowdfunded-radium-marie-curie-180963305/#:~:text=After%20a%20fundraising%20campaign%20led,radium%20for%20her%20ongoing%20research.
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American women, led by prominent academics, crowd funded more than $156,000 for 
the Marie Curie Radium Fund.  In 1921, Curie stood arm-in-arm with President War-
ren G. Harding, clutching that pricey gram of radium. 
On a lighter side, Silent films were all the rage in the early '20s.  People flocked to 
movie theaters.  The theaters were lavish venues with red velvet seats, often called 
"picture palaces" — to see movie stars like Charlie Chaplin flicker onscreen. 
 
The '20s also proved a bountiful time for Christian churches. Rising hemlines and the 
apparent influence of jazz counterculture drove millions of Americans to the pew.   
In the 1920’s major tech improvements that sped up the news cycle added to the 
growth of the newspaper business.  Of course this was before the advent of on line 
news!    
 
I found this interesting – we all know that giving birth in the old days including 1920s 
was a dangerous affair. In the first half of the decade, the maternal mortality rate in 
the United States fluctuated between 700 and 800 deaths per 100,000 births. That's 
one death for every 125 babies born.  Today, in the United States, that rate is much 
lower, around one death per 5,000 births.   
 
Speaking of babies, in 1921, Dr. Albert S. Hyman helped footprint a newborn baby at 
Jewish Maternity Hospital in Philadelphia.  Foot printing babies for identification pur-
poses grew in popularity in the 20th century. 
 
As I conclude this article, I can’t help but think “those were the days”.  It seems that 
life was simpler – but more labour intensive.  All the labour saving devices and tools 
we use each day have come with a cost.  I am still in awe of the women who formed 
the first Soroptimist Clubs throughout the United States, and around the world.  They 
were absolutely amazing women!!  Soroptimists today (100 years later) are fortunate 
to be able to stand on their shoulders to continue the great work they started!  With 
the first 100 years behind us, we have just begun – IMAGINE what we can accom-
plish!!    
 
 

https://academic.oup.com/ajcn/article/72/1/241S/4729611
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Join us for a two-day virtual event to celebrate our bright past and brilliant future! 
 
Witness the opening of SIA’s historic time capsule; experience a virtual exhibit of our early years; raise a 
glass to a special anniversary toast and happy hour; hear about our plans to Dream Big for the future; 
plus share in other social interactions and fun activities with Soroptimists from around the world! 
 
Day 1: September 25, 7:00 p.m., EDT 
Day 2: September 26, 7:00 p.m., EDT 
 
REGISTRATION FEES 
 
Early Bird $40: May 17 - July 6, 11:59 p.m. EDT (EXTENDED!) 
Regular $50: July 2, 5:00 p.m. EDT - September 17, 4:59 p.m. EDT 
Late $75: September 17, 5:00 p.m. EDT - Event 
 
Your registration fee covers both days and will grant you access to the virtual event on Day 1 and Day 2. 
 
***IMPORTANT: The same email address CANNOT be used to register two different attendees. Please 
use an individual email address for each registration (i.e. do not use a club or group email address); a 
unique Zoom link will be sent to the attendee's email you provide.*** 
 
Time 
Day 1: September 25, 7:00 p.m., EDT 
Day 2: September 26, 7:00 p.m., EDT 
Time shows in Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

http://bit.ly/100th-registration-social  

 

Join SIA members from around the globe for a dynamic two-day event 
to celebrate our bright past and brilliant future. Festivities begin each 
day at 7:00 p.m. EDT.   

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F100th-registration-social%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1rirAZgl7vaXs4p3PBm3uh1Unld8rrwLPF9akFIxaMLlY4L4Fd1sHqixk&h=AT0qvfBx9Rk0VEf2JqMNe-yx3gdmS0imhI3KerRkLKHyTrLAtg32zXUPCIKblxwNW5IJ8FfRnt0owll5f4UX61xdsRMI5sEJLvKe4kjv


Soroptimist Thunder Bay   September 2021 

 23 

A M E S S A G E  F R O M  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  S I A P R E S I -
D E N T  P E N N Y  B A B B  
Happy 99

th
 Anniversary! Ninety-nine years ago on October 3, 1921, women 

leaders led by President Violet Richardson launched the first Soroptimist 
Club in California, USA. President Violet said that she “never would have 
considered the Soroptimist movement had she not envisioned it as world-
wide and dedicated to all matters of justice and quality of life.” Today, her 
vision has come to life in 121 countries around the world!  
 

We are now counting down the days to October 3, 2021—the 100
th 

anniversary of the founding of 
Soroptimist! Our anniversary theme, “Bright Past, Brilliant Future” perfectly encapsulates the respect 
for and memory of those incredible women who had the foresight and courage to become Soropti-
mists and pursue the best for women. Our theme also reminds us that the Soroptimists of today are 
acting with the same forward thinking and courage to make our Brilliant Future come alive through 
our 2021-2031 Big Goal of Investing in the dreams of half a million women and girls through access 
to education. 

Soroptimists from around the world now have the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, to gather ‘virtually’ 
to celebrate 100 years of Soroptimist International as a Global Voice for Women.  

The event is being offered in multiple languages and will take place 1-3 October 2021, depending on 
your location and time zone. There are two time options available.    

Go to  https://100.soroptimistinternational.org/si100/register 

 https://www.soroptimist.org/events/100th-anniversary/index.html 

Video url to hear president Sharon fisher ‘s invitation https://youtu.be/hmsm8b_DyQ4 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of the Soroptimist 

Foundation of Canada is called for the 

purpose of conducting the business affairs of the 

Foundation as per Bylaw No. 1, Section 21 

and as outlined in the Proposed Agenda, and such 

other business, as time permits, as noted 

below: 

Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 

ONLINE 

Click here to register: https://tinyurl.com/3rd7r26m 

11:00 am – 2:30 pm Pacific Standard Time 

2:00 – 5:30 pm Eastern Standard Time 
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S I  S T A T E M E N T  O N  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  I N  A F G H A N I S T A N  
  23RD AUGUST 2021

 

As Afghanistan returns to an acute crisis, Soroptimist International is extremely concerned about the im-
pacts of a return to Taliban rule on women and girls. Over recent decades significant progress has been 
made supporting the realisation of women’s and girls’ rights in Afghanistan to the benefit of individuals, 
families, communities, and the country. Many young women and girls have never lived under oppressive 
rule – they have been free to pursue their education, careers, and ambitions. These hard-won freedoms 
cannot be lost and belong to all women and girls everywhere. Soroptimist International stands in solidarity 
with the women and girls of Afghanistan and encourages the international community to do the same. 

It is clear that many Afghans are fearful of what is to come for them and their country, as shown by the dis-
tressing images of people risking everything in trying to flee their home. The people of Afghanistan have 
already faced over 20 years of conflict, and now are entering one of the fastest-growing humanitarian cri-
ses in the world. With drought having been declared earlier this year, the country is facing a triple threat of 
conflict, COVID and climate change with 18 million people already in need of humanitarian assistance and 
thousands of people internally displaced. As with all humanitarian crises, the international community has 
a responsibility to ensure all people, including women and girls, have access to safe water and sanitation 
facilities, food, shelter, education, and health services. SI calls for the immediate mobilisation of aid to se-
cure these basic rights for Afghan women and girls. All countries have a responsibility to support and pro-
tect women and girls fleeing violence and extreme oppression and to fulfil this duty countries must imme-
diately recognise the refugee status of women and girls, and implement safe, orderly, regular and legal mi-
gration routes that will keep women and girls protected from harm. 

With conflict escalating, we know that there will be dramatic impacts upon women and girls who are al-
ways disproportionately impacted by conflict. Already the International Criminal Court has expressed con-
cern about crimes in Afghanistan that may amount to violation of international humanitarian 
law. [1] Reports include allegations of the persecution of women and girls, crimes against children, crimes 
against civilians and the revenge killings of detainees and individuals who have surrendered. Further re-
ports allege human rights abuses in Taliban-held areas, including early, child and forced marriages, house-
to-house searches for “collaborators” and extrajudicial killings, all of which must be investigated and op-
posed. Additionally, all forms of sexual and gender-based violence must be immediately addressed, 
women and girls protected, and perpetrators of crimes brought to justice. Specific efforts must be made to 
protect women human rights defenders and other women and girls considered “collaborators” because 
they sought to empower others, or they pursued education and their careers. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=210817-otp-statement
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The challenges Afghan women and girls have encountered in the past and may soon encounter again are 

unimaginable for many. Sadly, across the world these challenges are too common. In many countries 

women and girls face significant human rights abuses, and Soroptimist International has always worked to 

combat these human rights violations. Regardless of where these abuses happen, and who perpetrates or 

enables them, it is critical that these violations end immediately. We must unite to protect women and girls, 

and at this time particularly the women and girls of Afghanistan.  

Source:     https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/statement-afghanistan/ 
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SI WELCOMES SI KHARTOUM, SUDAN 

SI President Sharon Fisher is delighted to announce the charter of SI Khartoum, 

the first Soroptimist Club in Sudan, North East Africa. Making strong progress, 

Soroptimist International Africa Federation  (SIAF) was inaugurated in June 

2020, and is the newest member to join the global Soroptimist International or-

ganisation.  

C O N N I E  M U T U N H U ,  T H E  F I R S T  P R E S I D E N T  O F  S O R O P T I M I S T  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F R I C A  F E D E R A T I O N  ( S I A F ) ,  F O R  2 0 2 0 -

2 0 2 2 ,  E X P L A I N S  

 

“ T H E  B I R T H  O F  S I  K H A R T O U M  I S  R E A L L Y  E X C I T I N G  

T O  S O R O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F R I C A  F E D E R A -

T I O N  ( S I A F ) .  H I S T O R Y  H A S  B E E N  M A D E  T W I C E .  N O T  

O N L Y  I S  I T  T H E  F I R S T  C L U B  T O  B E  C H A R T E R E D  I N  

S U D A N  B U T  A L S O  S U D A N  I S  A  N E W  T E R R I T O R Y  I N  

S I A F !  T H E  C L U B  H A S  R O L L E D  O U T  A  P R O J E C T  T O  

I N T E R V E N E  I N  T H E  C O V I D - 1 9  P A N D E M I C .  I  C O N -

G R A T U L A T E  C L U B  P R E S I D E N T  S U L A F A  F O R  S T E E R I N G  

T H E  S H I P  A N D  A L S O  S I  A G A D I R  I N  M O R O C C O  F O R  

M E N T O R I N G  S I  K H A R T O U M .  I  A M  C O N F I D E N T  T H A T  

T H I S  N E W  C L U B  W I L L  B R I N G  M E A N I N G F U L  A N D  P O S I T I V E  C H A N G E  T O  

W O M E N  A N D  G I R L S  I N  K H A R T O U M  A N D  B E Y O N D ! ”   

 

 

S I  S U D A N  P R E S I D E N T ,  S U L A F A  A B D A L L A  A D D S :  

“ I T  W A S  A  G R E A T  P L E A S U R E  F O R  T H E  F I R S T  S O R O P T I -

M I S T  C L U B  C H A R T E R  I N  S U D A N  T O  B E  A T T E N D E D  B Y  

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  S O R O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  A N D  

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  A F R I C A  F E D E R A T I O N ,  A N D  T H E  

R E S T  O F  T H E  S I S T E R S  F R O M  D I F F E R E N T  C O N T I N E N T S .  

W E  A R E  V E R Y  P R O U D  T O  B E  T H E  F O U N D E R S  O F  S O R O P -

T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N  S U D A N .   A T  T H I S  T U R N I N G  

T I M E  I N  M Y  C O U N T R Y ,  W E  D O  N E E D  S I S T E R S H I P  A N D  

S U P P O R T  I N  O R D E R  T O  B E  A B L E  T O  A C H I E V E  O U R  

G O A L S  I N  A W A K E N I N G  A W A R E N E S S  O F  W O M E N ’ S  R I G H T S ,  

F I G H T I N G  A G A I N S T  R U L E S  C R E A T E D  F O R  M O R E  H U -

M I L I A T I O N  O F  W O M E N ,  T H E  E L I M I N A T I O N  O F  A L L  

F O R M S  O F  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ,  A N D  T O  H A V E  C O M P L E T E  

E Q U A L I T I E S  I N  C H A N C E S  F O R  E D U C A T I O N ,  W O R K ,  A N D  L E A D E R S H I P .  

W E  A R E  W I L L I N G  T O  B E  A  R E A L  A D D I T I O N  T O  S O R O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A -

T I O N A L ! ”   

T O  F I N D  O U T  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  S O R O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A F R I C A  

F E D E R A T I O N ,  H E A D  T O  T H E I R  W E B S I T E  H E R E   

S O U R C E : H T T P S : / / W W W . S O R O P T I M I S T I N T E R N A T I O N A L . O R G / S I - W E L C O M E S -

S I - K H A R T O U M - S U D A N /  

 

https://siafrica.org/UK/home
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During the 10 days leading up to the Soroptimist International 

100th Birthday Event, 1-3 October, we invite every Soroptimist 

Club to light candles and make a wish for a better world for 

women and girls. Soroptimist International of Oakland, our 

founder club, will light the Soroptimist Flame on 21 Septem-

ber, The International Day of Peace, and from there we hope that 

Clubs will join us in lighting the Soroptimist Flame around the 

world, finishing with a Candle Ceremony led by our SI Presi-

dent, Sharon Fisher at our 100th Birthday Event.  

The theme for this year’s Day of Peace is “Recovering better for an equitable and sustainable world”, and what better 

wish could we make for our brilliant future! We are excited that Soroptimist clubs from 21 countries have already 

shared their plans with us for their own candle ceremonies – so please do join us and spread the word!”  

How to take part in the Candle Ceremony 
1. Choose a day and time suitable for you and your club members sometime between 21 September 

and 1 October. 

2. Light four candles and make a wish 

 one for our Soroptimist International organisation 

 one for your Federation 

 one for you country/region 

 one for your Club. 

 4. Take a Photograph if meeting in person, or a screenshot of your Zoom ceremony, and post it                                             

Source: https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/light/ 

LAUNCH OF SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL’S HLPF 2021 REPORT 

Soroptimist International is delighted to an-

nounce the launch of its 2021 High-level Political 

Forum report, “Confronting Inequalities: 

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic”. This year, the 

report focuses on how to sustainably respond to 

and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic while 

addressing the inequalities which create funda-

mental barriers to realising sustainable develop-

ment. Crucially, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused the regression of gender equality achievements; 

this report provides guidance on how to address this serious problem described by UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres as a “shadow pandemic”. 

 Find out more about these key messages and learn about the featured projects by reading the report HERE  

Source: https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/launch-of-soroptimist-internationals-hlpf-2021-report/ 

https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/flipbooks/HLPF_Report_2021/?page=1
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/flipbooks/HLPF_Report_2021/?page=1
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/flipbooks/HLPF_Report_2021/?page=1
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/flipbooks/HLPF_Report_2021/?page=1
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Thanks to Cindy who brought this 

delicious cake to the comfort kit 

get together 
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SUMMER BOTTLE DRIVE  

As summer comes to a close so does our bottle drive fundraiser. At this point we are un-

aware of its success, but since it was a hot dry summer we suspect the piggy bank will 

have some weight to it. So what to do with all that cash you worked so hard to ac-

quire???? We hope it wasn’t too much of an inconvenience LOL.  There are 3 options to 

hand in your money. 

1) E-transfer the money to Cindy 

2) Physically bring Cindy the money(make arrangements first). 

3) Hold onto it for now and bring it to our first in person meeting (hopefully in October). 

A big thank you to all the members who participated, as well as their friends, family and 

neighbours.  

I will end by quoting one of Kim’s neighbours, “We are drinking for charity.”  

Cheers everyone! 

 


