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Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay
Mission: “Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides
women and girls with access to the education and training they
need to achieve economic empowerment.”.
Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to
reach their full potential and live their dreams”.
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Convention 2022

Soroptimist Thunder Bay Club Meeting
Wednesday, December 9th at 7 pm
Join Zoom Meeting: Judy will advise connection details

Scotland becomes first nation to provide free
period products for all
The Period Products Act, passed unanimously. Local authorities
will make period products available for all those who need them.
Period poverty – the struggle to pay for basic sanitary products on
a monthly basis – has surged during the coronavirus pandemic,
according to charities.
Inside this Issue:


Treasurer Report :
November



Club Minutes November



Conversation with
Cheryl

Earlier research by the grassroots group Women for Independence revealed that nearly one in five women had experienced period poverty, which has a significant impact on their hygiene,
health and wellbeing. Schools, colleges and universities will provide the products for free. Many
restaurants, pubs, and business have been doing
this for free since 2018.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/nov/24/
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SI Thunder Bay General Meeting
November 11, 20207 p.m. via Zoom
Attendees: Cindy Figus, Judy Perrier, Enid McKenzie, Faith Crichton, Karen Lynn Evans, Judy Anderson, Lee-Ann Nalezyty, Shirley Smith, Maxine Tenander, Lorrie
Haslam, Karen Bortolin, Kathleen Rismondo, Marlene Crago, Linda Adams, Marilyn
Fenwick, Cheryl Ball, Lauren Buttman, Kim Koivukoski, Susan Chopp, Melanie Cates
(recording secretary)
Regrets: Barb Fraser

Meeting Notes
Call to Order @ 7:33 PM
In Flander’s Fields

Enid

Minutes from Oct 14, 2020 meeting

Karen B.

Motion to accept as circulated – Judy Perrier and seconded by Maxine Tenander. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report

Cindy/Lorrie

Received membership dues from Susan Chopp with a donation of $15, mailbox fee
paid $195.49, flowers for Barb Fraser’s birthday $24.86, ECR dues for new member
paid $35.50, Carol Miller refunded conference fees, Marlene Crago reimbursed for
mask donation to Elevate $91.50
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: Motion to accept Treasurer’s report – Maxine Tenander and seconded by Judy

Anderson. Carried.
Correspondence
Karen Bortolin reported that the SI Foundation sent our club a silver star award for our
donation from the Two-Bit Auction last year.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Spring Conference 2021

Maxine

At the Fall area meeting for ECR – the Spring conference in Thunder Bay on Mother’s
Day weekend next May was discussed. Since our members felt it was too early to decide fate of conference, Maxine contacted ECR Govenor Jennifer and asked that the
other ECR Clubs be canvassed about their intent to come to Thunder Bay for an inperson conference in January or February. Maxine further advised that an absolute
deadline of March 31, 2021 has been set for a decision on whether to proceed with
the in-person conference.
ECR Virtual Fall Conference

Cheryl

It was noted that Cheryl has circulated via email an overview of the two meetings.
SI Friendship Gardens

Maxine

It was noted that the Chinese and Portuguese gardens have been cleaned up. No further information on the gardens currently.
Proposed Amendments of SIA bylaws

Cheryl

Amendments were pre-circulated. Motion to accept by-law changes as circulated
Karen Bortolin and seconded by Judy Perrier. Carried. Cheryl will send in our clubs’
approval of the amendments.
Club Shirts

Linda
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Linda has been notified that not all shirts have arrived. Some are on back order and
will not be in until January. Linda will contact those whose shirts have been received
to make arrangements for pick up/delivery. Also those who haven’t yet paid for their
shirt can do so by e-transfer, cheque or cash accepted – cost $33.89.

FUNDRAISING

Shirley & Kathleen

Online Auction – site is set up on auctions32.com/dreams21
Auction called “Sweet Dreams” for our Dreams program. Some items have already
been donated. A list of donations that have been solicited will be collated by Kathleen
and Shirley. Donation letters will be emailed to club members to print and give to prospective donors. Judy Anderson will donate a bed theme; Kim will do scratch tickets.
Faith has been approached by her friend who has previously donated items to us and
he is willing to donate more Sherman jewelry and fur coats if there is interest. Several
other suggestions include: Lingerie, Buy Local Basket of goods, Gift cards, Artist Print
(Biljana Baker), Creative Art Gallery. Other ideas are welcome too. Email Kathleen
and Shirley if you have something to donate.
Bingo Fundraiser

Karen

Date is set for January 26, 2021. Tickets have been printed for free for us and Karen
will bring to December club meeting for people to purchase/promote the event. It is
still too early to know if we will be able to do the Bingo due to COVID restrictions.

PROGRAM
Live Your Dream (LYD)

.
Judy P.

One application has been received. Judy has spoken with second potential applicant.
Deadline for submission is November 15, 2020.
Dream It, Be It (DIBI)

Kathleen & Faith
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Focus of event will be Health and Wellness. 4 sessions to be planned based on
book The Confidence Code. Speakers required on mental health, yoga, career
counselling, etc. Date is planned for New Year.
DIBI Webinar Nov. 16/20

Judy

Faith, Judy and Cheryl plan on attending this webinar.
COVID Kits

Lorrie& Judy A

Donations are continuing to come in. If anyone has items can contact Lorrie or
Judy Anderson. They meet every Friday afternoon @ 3 at the CLE. Can drop
items off to them or bring to December meeting if an in-person meeting is possible.
Elevate at Christmas

Marlene

Difficulty connecting with Holly Gauvin – Marlene has left a message and spoke to
someone at Elevate who was pleased we are planning to donate again this Christmas. Items can be dropped off to Marlene or to Elevate at 106 S. Cumberland
Street. Marlene emailed us a list of needed items.
MEMBERSHIP
SI Club Procedures

Karen B.
Karen

Karen is working on a document for club policies and procedures. How the club
functions and the club pillars. She plans on taking 10 minutes per meeting starting
in January 2021 to review some of the items so that new members can get a better understanding of club proceedings.
Storage Unit
Cheryl advised that thank you notes have been sent to Lorrie and Peter Haslam
for providing the materials and the construction of shelves in our new storage
room. A thank you note was also sent to Danny Crago thanking him for the use of
his storage facility.
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Marlene

Erin Beagle (Roots to Harvest) is willing to speak at our January meeting – is fine with
Zoom if needed. If anyone has other contacts for speakers, let Marlene know. Judy
Perrier has been approached from the Conservatory to come and speak with our club.
The Conservatory grows the flowers that are used to beautify city parks and at The
Soroptimist Friendship Gardens.
Plans for December club meeting
The Heritage Room at the CLE is booked – larger room so that social distancing can
be adhered to. Individual boxed meals can be ordered – approximately one week in
advance. Looking at a turkey dinner. Meeting will be restricted to club members only
this year. Penny Auction will be available, and we will pack COVID kits to be distributed through Superior Points. More info once we know what restrictions are in place
due to COVID activity in Thunder Bay.
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Canva product

Faith
Judy

Training on this program for producing posters to use on any social media platform.
Faith and Judy will be doing the sessions on how to use the program that is web
based.
NEW
Soroptimist Foundation Virtual Meeting

Cheryl

For information on this meeting that was well attended (33 online participants) contact
Cheryl and she will send an overview
Bill S203 Protecting Young Persons Petition

Karen

We have been approached by SI Edmonton to sign a petition to stop child pornography. Karen will circulate the info and if members want to sign the petition, they can
print off a copy and mail it to the legislature. No cost for mailing.
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Cheryl

Planned for November 25 @ CLE – may need to be virtual but regardless it will proceed.
President’s Appeal

Cheryl

Cheryl’s goal is for our club to raise $100 US Funds to help with the President’s Appeal – 2019 – 2021 the funds are being used for The Road to Equity project – that
helps to empower women and girls to reach their full potential. Money can be dropped
off to Lorrie or Cindy if you wish to participate. Lorrie is at the CLE every Friday at 3
for the COVID kits or contact Cindy to drop off money with her.
Any Other Business – no further business – meeting adjourned @ 8:33 PM
Happy Birthday to Marilyn Fenwick (Nov 5), Karen Lynn Evans (Nov 6) and Faith
Crichton (Nov 14)
Melanie Cates (recording secretary)

A Conversation with Cheryl December 2020

When I pause and think about the pandemic, I am thankful that I am a
member of Soroptimist Thunder Bay. You may wonder what makes
being a member of Soroptimist different now as opposed to say a year
ago or even nineteen years ago – (after all, I have been a Soroptimist for
over twenty years now.) Well my answer to that question is that even in adversity, (and I happen to
think there is an element of adversity with the pandemic) Soroptimists are still strong. We are endeavouring to help others and to support our members in these trying times. We shouldn’t underestimate the
value of our friendships (and I don’t think that we do). We show that we care by the gestures of friendship
and concern that we show each other when we call to see how each other is doing; send a quick text; share a
joke or story that makes us smile or makes us think of something other than what life used to be like!
The value of being a Soroptimist is that we are a group of like-minded women – you might be saying
“Really?” yes “really”. We are “like-minded” in our common goal to help women and girls succeed. After
all, Soroptimist “is a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment”. Heady stuff!!
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We are all in this situation together, and I can’t think of a better “bunch/ group/gaggle - take your pick”
of women I would rather be with. We represent different demographics when it comes to age, marital
status, careers, families, religious orientation and so on. However, one thing we ALL have in common is
our commitment to our cause and supporting one another!
I thought about this idea of “friendship” and found two definitions for “What a Friend is” according to
“The Friendship Bear” website. I think this website may be geared to children. However, there is the expression “out of the mouths of babes” that reflects how insightful young children can be. I hope you agree
with their definitions.
According to Jennifer
“A friend is someone who is thoughtful, kind, caring and helpful.
A friend is someone who you can depend on.”
While Joseph defines a Friend as:
“Someone who cares for you,
Who sticks by your side when you are lonely
Who helps you up when you get hurt?
But most importantly friends come in different ways.”
Based on these definitions, I think I am safe to say that we would all agree that we are friends.
I also believe that from every negative situation, a positive one evolves. Perhaps the pandemic has made us
more mindful of how fortunate we are!! Our club is still meeting, while differently. We do get to see each
other on zoom. We get to see each other from the waist up or in some cases the “bosom” up. It is said that
7% of communication is verbal and 93% is non- verbal. The 93% non-verbal component is comprised of
55% body language and 38% tone of voice. I immediately thought of that “tone of voice” when my mother
used my full name when calling for me. (I knew I was in trouble.) While zoom isn’t as good as sitting
across from someone in the same room, it is better than talking on the phone as you can check out the 55%
non-verbal body language.
As a club, we are striving to raise money for our “Sweet Dreams” virtual auction in support of the “Live
Your Dream” program. We have done board training via zoom. On November 25 th, all our board members
participated in a board training clinic. Our December club meeting will be different. It will be via zoom
in order to keep us all safe. However, plans are under way to ensure that all those who participate will have
a fun-filled evening.
As a club, we are striving to raise money for our “Sweet Dreams” virtual auction in support of the “Live
Your Dream” program. We have done board training via zoom. On November 25 th, all our board members
participated in a board training clinic. Our December club meeting will be different. It will be via zoom
in order to keep us all safe. However, plans are under way to ensure that all those who participate will have
a fun-filled evening.
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Karen and others are planning the festivities. Karen may have a hard act to follow after her Calendar Girls night at Kangas Sauna, but I’m sure it will be memorable.
While the timing of the Comfort Kits changed from June to December, Judy A. and Lorrie have been
meeting weekly to organize the donations for these kits that we hope to assemble in December.
Plans are underway on how that will be done. As in other years, Marlene has offered to coordinate
the collection of items for Elevate. In the past, the many items we’ve donated including warm
clothing and personal items have made a difference in the Christmas experience of the Elevate Clientele. Perhaps this year more than ever, our acts of kindness will be more meaningful to these recipients who have been so negatively impacted by these unprecedented times!
As I quoted Bob Dylan in September, ‘the times are a changing”, I think we have adapted well to
these changes. When presented with a challenge, we thought “outside the box” and came up with a
different way to do it. Some items have been put on hold; others have gone ahead just in a different format. One thing that has remained constant is our commitment to the Soroptimist Mission
“to provide women and girls with access to education and training they need to achieve economic
empowerment.” And to our Pledge “Soroptimists are committed to the sincerity of friendship…”

As I end this conversation, I would like to offer two quotes:
“Good friends are like stars,
You don’t always see them
But you know they are always there.”
And finally,
May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace
The gladness of Christmas give you hope
The warmth of Christmas grant you love!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
May you find peace and joy this holiday season!

Cheryl
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Auction 32......Auction
32.....Auction 32
Since our last update a few days ago Shirley and I are pleased to inform the
membership that a few more items have been added to the list as well as letters
being distributed. We are grateful for what we have received thus far, however
we still have a ways to go to meet out target of AT LEAST 32 items. Unlike our
Two Bit Auction where items were received a few days prior for assembling, the
virtual format requires us to be organized WELL BEFORE the actual auction date
as the preparation is quite intricate. When pondering a potential item for
auction be mindful of the demographic. There will be a wide array of bidders
ranging from teenagers to old farts like ourselves as well as a closer ratio of
males to females, compared to our in person auction where most of our patrons
were middle aged females. Also keep in mind not all items have to have an extravagant price tag, a range of values attract a range of bidders. Just like
Santa, Shirley and I have the capacity to receive mail 24 hours a day/ 7 days a
week. If we are unavailable one of our elves(aka SIRoptimists) will be pleased
to pass the message on to us. We will continue making a list and checking it
twice. SWEET DREAMS everyone

CONFIRMED ITEMS
*Earrings from Callico Hills
*BMX Bike($446.00 value)
*Woman’s Purse($200.00 value)
*Creative Bundles(Painting Kit/Colouring Pack from The Creative) $70.00 value
*Agnes Paisley Photography...Mini Photo Session( choice of a Porch Photo or Outdoor Session)
$95.00 value
*Bilgana Baker print
* Two Paintings one of which is on canvas
*Lufuma Multiposition Reclining Chair( $230.00 value)
*P.J’s/ Socks/Bottle of Wine( $75.00 value)
* Scratch Tickets
*Bed in a Basket
*”Food for the Soul”(coupons for shops and eateries/ no expiry date) $100.00 value
*Google Mini
* Sherman Jewellery
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DISTRIBUTED DONATION LETTERS
*Fresh Air Experience
*Matt Car Repair
*Marnics Mobile
*Sweet North Bakery
*Fika Resin Art
*Safeway Dawson Road
*31 Consultant(Sarah Riley)
*Sleeping Giant Brewing Company
*Waxed Candle Company
* Lovely Body
*Take A Hike
BINGO
Unfortunately no one is going to be shouting out,” BINGO” in the near future.
Our January 26th booking is on hold as we await the ever changing government
restrictions regarding Covid. Hopefully in the future when we can rip off our
masks, sit close to each other and share snacks we will re- book, as it was a
lucrative fundraiser which mainly involved having FUN. Now there’s a concept.
Thanks to Karen for pursuing this fundraising venture and keeping us updated
during these surreal times.
Fundraising Co-Chairs

Kathleen and Shirley
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Sick and Visiting Report for December
Only a few telephone calls were made.
Yvonne was good and very chipper. She said her face
cleared up so well after her surgery that you wouldn’t even know
she had anything done.
Joan was advised that the surgery was complicated
and a risk. So she decided not to go ahead with it.
Enid is well. She did say that she gave up her music group.
Barb Fraser was good but had a cousin pass away.
Some of you may have met her Brenda Gilham.
I hope all of the other members are well and look forward
to seeing them on December 9th.
Expect a phone call in January 2021 for I will be calling
everyone.

Respectfully
Shirley Smith

To view our Digital toolkit. Apps and tools and other resources
Go to https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/digitaltoolkit/index.html
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Soroptimist are counting down the days to October 3, 2021—the 100th anniversary of the
founding of Soroptimist! To help our clubs begin planning celebrations of our Bright Past,
our organization’s staff is preparing a virtual “Celebration in a Box” where you will find
suggestions and tools to help celebrate in your club and in your community. This Celebration box will launch in the coming weeks. https://www.soroptimist.org/events/100thanniversary/index.html
In January 2021 and every month until the biennium convention in July 2022, the history of
Soroptimist will be shared from the archives as will the new public awareness and social
media kits. PS Our first club was the Soroptimist Club of Alameda County.

.

SIA's 47th Biennial Convention
The SIA’s 47th Biennial Convention in Seoul, Korea, July 20-23, 2022. The convention
theme is “Together in Motion,” which symbolizes how Soroptimists of diverse backgrounds come together for collective impact, to achieve our Big Goal and to move Soroptimist forward into our second century.
This convention will mark the first time Soroptimists from around the federation can come
together in person after the global pandemic to celebrate our work and plan for our future.
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/whats-new/2020/2022-convention.html
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On November 30th, the Public Awareness Committee had our first Zoom
meeting. Thank you Judy P for setting it up. Just to let you know ladies,
that “We are On it” when it comes to the Auction32 “Sweet
Dreams” event! We discussed our strategies for promoting the event
through Facebook and online, as well as will investigate “paper” advertising in avenues like the Walleye Magazine, Chronicle Journal, Coffee News
and will check into tv and radio promotions. Once we have acquired sample posters as a guideline for ads from the Alzheimer's society, we hope to be ready to begin our promotion in early January. In the
meantime, we will work on trying to produce a poster as well , using the
new Canva program.
Submitted by Faith Crichton, Chair Public Awareness Committee

“You are invited to a
Cocktail Party!”
(or as close to it as we can
manage on Zoom)

We are going to have a Christmas Party on December 9th, at 7 pm, and we are
going to try to have the Zoom party just as close to our usual Christmas as possible.
Judy Perrier will send everyone an email with the ID number and password.
The theme is Cocktail Party, so fancy up your hair & face, doll-up & dress up! No
masks needed. The sad news is that this might be the only party you are invited to
this Christmas, and even worse, you have to supply your own refreshments and nibblies. You can invite a guest (anyone in your personal bubble) to join you – the more
the merrier. We will play some games, have an auction, and there will be a door
prize.
It took quite of lot of thinking to figure out how to do the auction, but we did it.
We need things to auction so, just like in past years, we are asking you to contribute
something (of course, only if you want to). You do not have to deliver it, just show
the item at the Zoom meeting. You can even wrap it up as a surprise. You can donate
anything you want – a pair of homemade socks, some baking,
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a bottle of wine, or other treasures. If you want to be part of the auction you buy a number for $5 (you can buy more than one) and that
number will be good for every draw. Shirley will draw the lucky
number out of a gift bag and show the number on the screen. The
winner will have to make arrangements to pick up the
item from your home. The money for your auction ticket(s) will need
to go to our Treasurer, Cindy Figus. You can do that by e-transfer, mail it, or drop it
off to her mail box. If you had been thinking about making a contribution to the SIA
President’s Appeal please add that amount to the ticket payment.
“Quarantini” - There are real Quarantini recipes on Pinterest if you want
to look them up, but basically you just add 1 part whatever, 2 parts whatever, a dash of fun, pour it in a fancy glass and don’t forget the garnish!
I am looking to seeing everyone all dolled up. Since I have worn only
jeans or pajamas for eight months I might need to blow the dust off of
something I can wear to a grown-up party.

– Karen Bortolin, Membership Co-Chair

With Covid 19, gift giving and dropping off baked goods is safe.
Continue with social distancing, mask wearing and hand hygiene
when giving or receiving these gifts.
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