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Mission: “Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides 

  women and girls with access to the education and training they 

  need to achieve economic empowerment.”.  

Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay 
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Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to 

 reach their full potential and live their dreams”. 

Soroptimist Thunder Bay 

Club Meeting Wednesday,  

May 11 at  7 pm  

Zoom mtg 

 

A CONVERSATION WITH 

CHERYL 

Like many of you, I have been wonder-

ing when spring will arrive.  As I type 

this article, I can see snow covered 

lawns – the amount of snow is unusual 

even for our neck of the woods!  I decided to be positive and 

turned to the subject of gardening.  Yikes, I immediately thought 

of the shorter planting and growing season for all the gardeners in 

Thunder Bay and area; yep, another “not positive” thought.  My 

next positive thought was that perhaps there is a gardening quote 

that would elicit a positive message.  Anyone who is a true gar-

dener or knows a true gardener will find this quote to be true.  I 

recall my mother- in- law pouring over the seed catalogue each 

January much like I did as kid with the Sears and Eaton’s cata-

logues at Christmas time.   

“Anyone who thinks gardening begins in the spring and ends 

in the fall is missing the best part of the whole year for gar-

dening begins in January with a dream.” 

by Josephine Nuese 

Now as a Soroptimist I can identify with the concept of dreams.  

Soroptimist dreams are somewhat similar those of a gardener.  

We plant the seeds with our various programs hoping to impact 

young girls and women. Our “Dreams Garden” includes the 

“Dream It, Be It” program whose aim is to make a difference in the 

lives of girls.  Our goal is to help the girls become confident and 

well rounded.  We want them to be able to make informed deci-

sions including choosing a career path that will support them. Per-

haps more importantly in today’s world, the seeds sewn in the 

DIBI program will help the girls develop their personal resilience 

to face life’s challenges.   
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Speaking of girls, our Club has now embarked on a partnership with the Children’s Aid Society 

(CAS) to assist the girls who are aging out of foster care.  A committee has been formed and 

they have many wonderful ideas about how our members can help these young women. At our 

April meeting, many of you raided your cupboards/pantries and provided non-perishable items 

for the (CAS) food cupboard.  Thank you to all who donated food items.  Thanks also to Judy P. 

and Linda for taking the donations to the CAS office.  As you likely recall, pictures were taken 

and posted on our Club’s and CAS’s Face Book pages.  Yes the seeds of the dream of helping 

young girls/women are taking root!    Stay tuned for more information on future plans for helping 

these young women. 

Another example of our “Dream Garden” growing was the awarding of this year’s Live your 

Dream award.  As you know this award was given to Marlene a mother who is head of her 

household pursing post-secondary education in order to better her and her family’s lot in life. In 

addition to our LYD award, the decision has been made to continue our support of Marlene for 

the coming year.  It is the hope of the Program committee that this support will demonstrate in a 

tangible way our belief in Marlene and her goal.  Our thoughtful encouragement will continue to 

“water and nurture” the seeds that we planted and enable Marlene to flourish. 

All this talk about gardens of “dreams” made me think of the Audrey Hepburn quote which is “to 

plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” 

Speaking of tomorrow and plans, don’t forgot our Friday, May 13
th
 celebration.  We will be hav-

ing a birthday party and pajama party at the Courthouse Hotel.  It is guaranteed to be FUN!   

Judy P. and Kim will be sending out more information shortly.  If you are not able to sleep over, 

please consider coming for dinner and fellowship! 

Our Eastern Canada Spring Conference “Growing Superior Friendships” ‘is being held virtu-

ally on two evenings - Monday, May 16
th

 and Thursday, May 19th, 2022.  Since our Club is 

the host of this event, please try to attend one or both of these nights.  It’s not too late to regis-

ter.  If you are having problems registering please let me know.  Don’t forget to purchase your 

raffle tickets.  They are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00.  Details about purchasing the raffle 

tickets are included with Susan River’s April 28
th
 email.  You may be the lucky winner of one of 

the great gift cards.  Also don’t forget to wear your SI Thunder Bay shirt to the conference!   

The Soroptimist Foundation of Canada is holding their annual meeting on Wednesday, May 

25
th
.  If you are interested in receiving the information package for this event, please let me 

know and I’ll send it to you. 

Before I end this conversation, please mark your calendars for Wednesday, June 15
th
 any time 

after 4 p.m.  I am inviting you to come to my camp at Hawkeye lake for dinner that I am hosting.  

The address is 14339 Gilbride Road, Fowler  Township.  I wanted to do something for all of you 

who have supported me and each other throughout the past two years.  You didn’t let a little 

thing like a worldwide pandemic stop you from meeting (while mostly done virtually) and doing 

good deeds – helping women and girls in our community.  I will send out directions with our 

June newsletter.  I sure hope you will be able to attend.     
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That’s all I have to say for now.  Take care and I hope to see you at our virtual May 11
th

 club 

meeting since we will be getting together two days later Friday, May 13
th

 for an in-person 

dinner and party at the Courthouse Hotel!   

Sincerely, 

Cheryl 

SI Thunder Bay Club Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2022 – In-person & Zoom - 7 pm 

Present:  Cheryl Ball, Karen Bortolin, Melanie Cates, Faith Crichton, Cindy Figus,  
Barb Fraser, Lee-Ann Nalezyty, Judy Perrier, Kathleen Rismondo, Shirley Smith,  
Maxine Tenander 

 
Zoom Attendees:  Judy Anderson, Devona Crowe, Marilyn Fenwick, Dulcy Pennicooke 
 
Regrets:   Marlene Crago, Lorrie Haslam, Linda Adams, Kim Koivukoski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 pm.         

Minutes of the March 9
th

, 2022 Club meeting - It was moved by Karen, seconded by 
Melanie, that the minutes be accepted as printed in the newsletter. Carried.  
  
Treasurer’s Report –  

Cindy went over the March financial report and noted that the Club funds are back in 
the negative due to the remittance of the SIA Convention fee of $495. Cindy recently sent 
SIA our Club Givings which are 10% of funds raised from the Sweet Dreams Auction. The 
Conference Funds have a balance of $3,611 but there will be a number of transaction in 
April and eventually the Conference Funds will have a zero balance. There was not a lot of 
activity on the other funds balances.  
Cindy reminded the club that our dues for 2022-23 are payable in June. She also reminded 

all Committee chairs that they are to submit their budget to her in May, and they are to sub-

mit their year-end report to Cheryl  

Correspondence – Cheryl said that we received a lovely “thank you” card from Chrissy 
(Shirley’s daughter). We had given her a Michael’s gift card to show our appreciation for the 
wonderful job she did photographing the items for our Sweet Dreams Auction.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Spring Conference 2022  -  Maxine said that there was no Conference report.  
Since our deposit to The Courthouse Hotel had to be used by May 31

st
, our club is 

having a dinner and “Pajama Party” there on May 13
th
. Judy P. said that 11 rooms have 

been booked and are all on the 3
rd

 floor. She is still working on the dinner arrangements. 
We can bring whatever beverages we wish to our rooms, but if we would like to have wine 
with dinner we would have to order the wine from the hotel. Judy can pre-arrange the wine 
for anyone interested. The check-in time is 3 pm.  
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Trust Committee - No changes to report.  
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
Yard Sale –  
Judy Anderson booked the Cardinal Room at the CLE for Sept. 24

th
 and, at present, the Cardi-

nal Room is not booked for Friday night so we may be able to set up the night before.  
 
Jewelry –  
Faith had the jewelry on display for this meeting and a number of pieces were sold. 
  
The Calcutta – This will be a fundraiser at the May and June meeting. There will be 24 squares 
and anyone interested can purchase a square for $20. Each square will have a hidden number 
which will correspond to a jewelry box. Every jewelry box will contain a piece of jewelry and one 
of the boxes will hold a piece of jewelry worth $300. 
 
Two-Bit Auction (in person) –  
Judy Anderson had the CLE “pencil in” the date of Thursday, October 13

th
, for a Two-Bit Auc-

tion. A motion was made by Kathleen that we hold a Two-Bit Auction on October 13
th
, Shirley 

seconded the motion, and it was carried. Which charities will be the recipients of the funds will 
be determined at another meeting. Karen suggested that we could give a portion of the pro-
ceeds to the Soroptimist Foundation of Canada as we have not given any money to them in 
quite a long time.  
 
Gift Card Raffle –  

The CLE is holding a Home & Garden Show from Sept. 30 – Oct. 2 and a table has been 
reserved for us if we would like it. A motion was made by Kathleen that we have a $500 Gift 
Card Raffle, Lee-Ann seconded the motion, and it was carried. As this is a licensed raffle we 
have to give all the proceeds to a charity. Melanie said that the Children’s Aid Society is a char-
ity and we could probably give the funds to the Girls Aging Out of Foster Care Assistance Plan.  
 
Flower Bulb Sale - SI Guelph raised $1,600 selling bulbs. Kathleen explained how a Bulb Sale 
would work. The members agreed to we already have a number of things on the go and decided 
to pass on this idea for this year.  

 

PROGRAM          

Live Your Dream –  
Judy P. said that the Application Portal will be open in August. She also advised the 

members that if they know of any woman who might be eligible to please let her know. Melanie 
asked that the LYD information be sent to Danny Michaud (our CAS contact) for the Girls Aging 
Out of Foster Care. 
 
Follow-up Support for LYD Winners –  

Judy P. mentioned that Marlene’s birthday was April 2
nd

 and our club sent her a card and 
flowers. She was also sent an Easter card. The members agreed that Judy should invite 
Marlene and our 2021 winner to attend the dinner on May 13

th
 as our guests.  
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Dream It, Be It Update –  
According to ECR’s (our) insurance company’s requirements we need to have police 

checks if we are working with a vulnerable sector. Melanie said that the Children’s Aid Society 
does not require this as we would never be alone with their clients.  

Cheryl mentioned that the Soroptimist Foundation offers Club Grants of $1,000 for Dream 
It, Be It projects.  
                                                                                        
 
Eco-Superior’s International Women’s Day Project “Free the Girls” –  

Judy P. said that it was a lot of fun - 165 bras were delivered. Eco-Superior was very ap-
preciative of our efforts. Cheryl thanked Judy on behalf of the club for bringing this idea to our 
attention.  
 
Children’s Aid Society Girls Aging Out of Foster Care –  

Members brought in their contributions to the Pantry Cupboard. The food will be delivered 
to the Children’s Aid Society. The committee will meet again to decide what our next steps will 
be. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

SI Policies & Procedures –  
The committee has met twice and have discussed Committee Structure. They recognize that 
there are a lot of other activities that each committee is responsible for and have sent out a sur-
vey to ask each committee what it is that they do. They are also looking for input on how various 
projects are run. The Policies & Procedures is still a work in progress but the Committee hopes 
to have a draft document by June.  
 
Coffee & Chat Zoom for March 31

st
 –  

Cheryl was the hostess as Lee-Ann was unavailable and she said that the chat was nice and 
lasted for an hour. The Coffee & Chat will be held on the last Thursday of each month.  
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

SI Thunder Bay letterhead – The members liked the new letterhead. Melanie will forward it to 
the Board members so that they will have it available to use whenever they need it. Should 
someone on a committee need a copy of the letterhead they can get it from their Committee 
Chair. 

Sister Club in Australia – Marlene Crago has not heard back from them at this point.  
 
SI Thunder Bay Nominating Committee –  
Maxine was pleased to announce that the Nominating Committee has been successful at filling 
the vacancies on our Board for the coming year. Cindy Figus has agreed to fill the one-year 
President position, Lorrie Haslam will be Treasurer, and Melanie Cates will fill the two-year Sec-
retary position.  
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The committee chairs are: Fundraising - Kathleen Rismondo & Shirley Smith, Member-
ship – Kim Koivukoski, Judy Anderson & Faith Crichton, Program – Judy Perrier & Linda Adams, 
Public Awareness – Faith Crichton (Faith would like to step down if anyone else might be inter-
ested in the position).  

At our May meeting there will be an opportunity for nominations from the floor before the 
Board is accepted as final. The Delegate will be chosen at our June meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Club By-laws –  

Cheryl thanked Marilyn and Maxine for their help with the by-laws.  
                                                                                         
 

Lee-Ann suggested that the first line should be changed to read SI Thunder Bay encom-
passes Northwestern Ontario - not just the District of Thunder Bay. She felt that this would be a 
benefit to Live Your Dream applications by increasing our reach.  

After discussion Lee-Ann made the following motion: That the line is now to read “The 
name of this club shall be Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay encompassing Northwestern 
Ontario.” The motion was seconded by Judy P, and carried. 

Maxine made the following motion: That the by-laws be accepted with the above amend-
ment. The motion was seconded by Melanie, and carried. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
SI Cambridge is celebrating its 40

th
 anniversary on June 12

th
. Cheryl will send them an anniver-

sary card on behalf of our club. 
 
Cheryl is planning to have everyone out to her camp at Hawkeye Lake on Wednesday, June 
15

th
, around 4 pm, for an end of the year get-together and as a “thank you” all club members for 

their support over the past two years. More details will follow. 
 
Happy Birthday to Kathleen on April 17 and Joan Taddo on April 30. 
 
We said the pledge. The meeting adjourned 8:55 pm.     

                                                    Next meeting – Wednesday, May 11
th

, 2022 via Zoom 

 

Budget Reminder  

Please submit your budgets for the 2022-2023 fiscal year to your chairs and 

Treasurer Cindy Figus no later than May 11th 2022 in order to prepare for the 

June meeting.  Chairs also have to submit a report to President Cheryl. 
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DID YOU KNOW 

For this month’s article, I thought I would touch 

on a number of Soroptimist items that you may or 

may not know.  . 

CLUB GIVING 

From time to time, a member asks “what does 

Club Giving fund?”  Our Club participates in Club 

Giving.  Soroptimist International of the Americas 

(SIA) uses these funds for many Soroptimist ac-

tivities including enabling newly chartered clubs 

to provide their first Live Your Dream Award.  

They also fund region and federation Live your 

Dream Awards. As well, they fund “Live Your 

Dream” Awards for women who do not live near a 

Soroptimist Club.  They provide information to 

help SIA volunteer representatives with their ad-

vocacy efforts for the UN and UN-related events 

just to name a few activities. 

FOUNDER’S PENNIES 

Founders Pennies are used to fund the Live 

Your Dream Awards, Dream It, Be It, and other 

SIA programs that improve the lives of 

women and girls in local communities and 

throughout the world. Founders Pennies repre-

sent approximately 10 percent of the total $1.7 

million contributed to fund federation programs. 

SOMETHING I NOTICED about SI Club’s Pub-

lic Awareness 

I have been looking at the Face Book posts of 

other Soroptimist Clubs.  Some Clubs have what 

I would describe as “outdated information” mean-

ing that there have not been any posts this year.  

I’m not sure if these clubs are still active, but it 

doesn’t leave the impression of a “dynamic group 

of women” when viewed.  I am glad that we con-

tinually update our website and Face Book posts.  

As we know, people look at our sites! 

PERIOD PROMISE 

 

 

Did you know “Period Promise” is an initiative to 

gain commitment from schools, workplaces and 

various levels of government to provide free men-

strual hygiene products in their facilities? 

Did you know that studies have shown that one 

in seven females and non-binary individuals in 

Canada will miss educational hours because of a 

lack of access to pads and tampons largely due 

to financial circumstances? It has been identified 

that teachers often purchase these products out 

of pocket to address the issue of period poverty 

in schools.  (I am glad that our local school 

boards have taken steps to address this issue.)  

However, I wonder what happens when school 

isn’t in session. 

Soroptimist International of Central Alberta is 

partnering with the United Way to take the first 

steps towards providing barrier-free access to 

those who need these products in their area. 

AWARDS 

SI Central Alberta – I looked up the population of 

Red Deer Alberta and found that it is a just over 

100,000 people.  The SI Red Deer club gave out 

6 awards this year- 3 Live Your Dream Awards, 2 

Violet Richardson awards that were awarded to 

high school students who volunteers their time to 

help others – one winner wanted her charity do-

nation to go to Unicef – Ukraine; the other 

wanted her charity donation to go to her high 

school’s Pop Up Pantry at Notre Dame High 

School.   

I can’t help but think that food insecurity is every-

where. Some of you may not know that in the 

past, SI Thunder Bay awarded Violet Richardson 

Award each year to a high school girl in recogni-

tion of her volunteer activities.   
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We gave $300.00 to the student and $300.00 to 

the student’s charity of choice. The student, her 

parents and the charity representative attended 

one of Club dinners for the presentation and the 

young woman spoke to our members.  SI Central 

Alberta’s final award was the Ruby award 

(Women helping women).  The Ruby Award win-

ner was the executive director of Central Al-

berta’s Immigrant Women’s Association.  Per-

haps once our charitable trust is established, we 

could consider offering awards such as SI Cen-

tral Alberta. 

JOY Award 

Speaking of awards, SI Edmonton gives out a 

“JOY” award.  This year’s award was given to 

women from the RESET Society who assists 

women to exit prostitution.  I found it interesting 

to learn that the JOY award was named after Joy 

Smith, an MP from Manitoba who successfully 

shepherded legislation to charge “Johns” rather 

than sex workers.  This year’s JOY Award funds 

will support important projects within RESET So-

ciety to help prostitutes leave the exploitative 

situations they find themselves in and support 

their new choices. Perhaps this is another idea 

for our charitable trust. 

I encourage you to check out SI Edmonton’s Di-

versity magazine which contained the stories of 

their Live Your Dream winners.  The winners – 

Dawn N. a single mom now a nursing student, 

describes being 26, addicted to drugs, pregnant 

and alone and her journey she embarked on. 

Lisa Dawn tells of her journey through inter-

generational trauma and addiction. Finally, Dama 

D. tells of her journey from her native Somalia to 

Edmonton trekking through a jungle, city to city, 

refugee camp and finally Edmonton. 

FUNDRAISING 

One Soroptimist Club hosts a Pearls and PJ’s 

fundraiser.  Women dress in Pajamas, pearls and 

attend the dinner.  There are baskets (much like 

our Two Bit Auction) that are auctioned off and I 

believe there is corporate sponsorship.  I have 

also seen Diamonds and Blue Jean fundraisers.   

SI San Diego holds a “Catch a Rising Start” fund-

raiser which entails seeing the views of the bay at 

sunset, and an evening under the starts from an 

outdoor patio while enjoying delicious food, sip-

ping elegant wines, craft beers and cocktails 

while listening to live jazz.  Attendees can win 

fabulous gift baskets, prizes or name a star.  I 

can’t imagine sitting out under the stars in Thun-

der Bay right now.  In fact, there aren’t many 

summer evenings when it is warm enough to sit 

outside and not hear the buzzing of mosquitos. 

TIDBITS 

There are Clubs (SI San Diego) who meet twice 

a month from 5:30 – 7 p.m.  First meeting is a 

business meeting and the second meeting in the 

month is a program meeting.   

NOW THE BIG NEWS FLASH that I didn’t know 

anything about.  Did you know that there is a So-

roptimist Hotel in London, England?  The Hotel 

#63 (Residential Club) is a bed and breakfast ho-

tel located opposite Kensington Gardens in Lon-

don. This small bijou hotel has been owned by 

Soroptimists since 1948.  The hotel is open to all 

and is a convenient base for sightseeing, shop-

ping, and theatre trips. It has been tastefully mod-

ernized without losing its Victorian character.  It 

also mentions that MOST rooms have air condi-

tioning.  Check it out. 

Since my previous “Did You Know” articles were 

quite lengthy, I thought I would keep this one 

short and sweet.  On second thought, you might 

not agree that this is a short article!  What can I 

say, I like to talk!                   

 

Cheryl   
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April 12, 2022 
  
121005  
  
Thank you, SI/Thunder Bay, ON! 
 
We are grateful for your Club Giving contribution of $259.00 US$, made on April 12, 2022. 
Your ongoing support provides women and girls with access to the education and training they 
need to achieve economic empowerment - ensuring a brighter future for their families, their com-
munities, and the world! 
  
By participating in Club Giving, SI/Thunder Bay, ON has demonstrated its dedication and com-
mitment to investing in the future of courageous women and girls, not only in your local commu-
nity, but around the world. We are honored to have SI/Thunder Bay, ON's support so we can 
reach half a million women and girls through our global Dream Programs! 
We are pleased to acknowledge SI/Thunder Bay, ON as a Contributor club, as your contri-
butions in the 2021-2022 Club Giving recognition period totals $259.00. As a token of our appre-
ciation, we’ve attached a virtual badge to be placed on your club's website. This badge will repre-
sent SI/Thunder Bay, ON's committment to the global advancement of women and girls. 
To add the image to your website, save the badge to your desktop and upload it as you would a 
photo. If you have any questions, please contact our Fund Development Department at 215-893-
9000 or development@soroptimist.org. 
On behalf of the thousands of women and girls who benefit from your support, THANK YOU! To-
gether we hold the key to unlocking a brighter future for women and girls around the 
world. 
In Soroptimist friendship, 
 
Kazuko Morita, President 
Board of Directors 
 
Chihiro Kon, Chair 
Fundraising Council 
P.S. Did SI/Thunder Bay, ON contribute 10% or more of their locally raised funds? (Yes we 
did).If so, let us know by sending an email to development@soroptimist.org. Thank you for your 
dedication and generosity, we couldn't do it without you. 
 

mailto:development@soroptimist.org
mailto:development@soroptimist.org
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$$$$ FUNDRAISING UPDATE  $$$$ 

 

     Fundraising or raising funds, no matter which way you word it, we are pretty darn good at it!  With a 

total of $782.00 in sales, it is safe to say that our virtual/in-house jewellery party was a SPARKLING 

SUCCESS.  Many thanks to Faith who thought of and organized the event.  Kudos to her good friend, and 

our, ”Friend of Soroptimist”, for the generous donation of the numerous pieces of jewellery.  Last but not 

least, high five to the classy bunch of gals who supported the cause and will look smashing at their next 

social outing. 

     May 13th is fast approaching, which means a special evening of fun and fellowship is in the air at the 

Courthouse.  Food.... drink.... conversation....games.....laughter....and oh before I forget.....did I men-

tion....another opportunity to have a fundraiser.  The Calcutta will be launched that evening.  You will 

have the once in a lifetime opportunity to buy a numbered square for the very low price of $20.00 which 

will give you the possibility of winning a piece of jewellery valued at over $300.00.  If you aren’t the BIG 

winner, don’t fret cause there are NO LOSERS in this game.  Each square you purchase will entitle you to 

a piece of jewellery, and I promise it’s better than the prize you got out of the Cracker Jack Box. FYI.... no 

Sherman’s will be partaking in this event.  If you are unable to attend on the 13th, but would like to par-

ticipate, you can still purchase a square by letting Shirley or myself know what numbered square you 

would like (1-24) and then proceed to etransfer the money to Cindy.  All proceeds are going towards 

supporting our newest initiative, “ Girls Aging Out Of FosteCare.”  PARTICIPACTION at it’s best.   

After much discussion at April’s club meeting regarding the merits of a Flower Bulb Fundraiser it was 

decided that it would be a NO GROW.  If Mother Nature keeps treating us as she has this Spring, perhaps 

a very wise decision on our part to not get involved in anything that is affiliated with gardening.  I vote 

for plastic flowers from here on in. 

     If you haven’t already done so, don’t forget to mark September 24th on your calendar for our fall 

yard sale.  Keep in mind what you may think is junk could be someone else’s valued treasure so start 

saving your piles of stuff.  When you flip your calendar to October be sure to mark October 13th for the 

Two Bit Auction. 

     As always, Shirley and I thank each and everyone of you for your continued support of the various 

fundraising activities that go towards making a difference in the lives of young girls and women in our 

community.  Every little bit helps and every little bit has the potential to make a positive change of a life 

forever.  With all the unrest in the world it feels good to do good. 
 

Kind Regards, 

Kathleen and Shirley 
Fundraising Co-Chairs 

  

P.S. “Drinking for Charity Funds” continue to grow. Cheers everyone! 
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Soroptimist Thunder Bay has partnered 

with the Children's Aid Society to stock 

their Food Cupboard. Kids who are ag-

ing out of foster care have limited finan-

cial resources to live independently. We 

were thrilled to drop off items to stock 

the shelves. 

Pictured with our Soroptimists on the 

right Judy Perrier and Linda Adams are 

Tracie Malcolm and Danny Michaud on 

the left. 

Girls Aging Out Of Fostercare 
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Sick and Visiting 
 

When I made my calls this month…. the responses were good. 

Most of the members said they were fine. 

      Marlene had just come home from 16 days in the hospital 

and still not feeling the best. 

      Sharon was dealing with a flooded basement. 

      Joan had a birthday the day I called her. She said she was 

having a good day and that her tests came back okay. One she 

has to wait until June for that result. 

 

Hope all is well for those I didn't reach. 

Shirley 
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INVOICE 1-May-22 
Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay  

148 Black Bay Crescent  

Thunder Bay ON P7A 2E3  

cfigus@tbaytel.net  

  

Bill To:  

Dear Thunder Bay Member  
  

  

A global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with ac-
cess to the education and training they need to achieve economic em-
powerment. 

 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 
SIA Dues  $95.00 

SIA Founders Pennies  $  8.00 
SI Per Capita Payment  $ 12.00 
Region Dues  $ 43.00 
Region Insurance  $ 13.00 
Club Dues/Fees  $ 19.00 
Total  $ 190.00 

Make all checks payable to: SI of Thunder Bay (see mailing address 
above) 

 
 
 

E-Transfers to cfigus@tbaytel.net  
Payment due by June 26, 2022  

If you have any questions about this invoice, please contact our club 
treasurer, Cindy Figus at 683-3330 or cfigus@tbaytel.net.  

We are Soroptimist     Members Benefits 

Soroptimist uses annual dues to ensure our members have a fun and meaningful club experience 
while accomplishing our collective mission—today and into the future. Surveys tell us members 
value the following benefits from their membership: 
Mission-based programs. Members experience joy and a sense of accomplishment by working 
with other like-minded women on global programs that provide women and girls with access to 
the education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment. 
Connections. Members grow professionally and personally. Through friendships with club mem-
bers, relationships in your region, and connections with members from diverse countries and 
backgrounds, you are able to grow your network. The opportunities for leadership development 
provide professional growth. 
Access to a Team of Non-Profit Professionals. Members receive guidance and resources from SIA 
headquarters, enabling them to enjoy a meaningful club experience as they change communities 
for the better. 

mailto:cfigus@tbaytel.net
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Eastern Canada Region 
90th Region Spring Conference 

May 16 and 19, 2022 

Soroptimists Growing Superior Friendships 
 

May 16, 2022 RAFFLE 
 

EACH CLUB WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DONATING A GIFT CARD or CARDS 
TO BE WORTH A MINIMUM OF $50.00 

 
Clubs are asked to decorate or wrap their card(s) in keeping with the 

Theme:  Growing Superior Friendships 
and to send a photo of the package to susan.rivers@gmail.com  

(Deadline Friday, April 30, 2022) 
 

Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
 

Tickets can be purchased by e-transfer to ECR Treasurer  
Email:  easterncanada@soroptimist.net 

 
or by cheque mailed to 

  
ECR Treasurer 

104-250 Sydenham Street 
London,Ontario 

N6A 5S1 
 
 

Draws will take place the evening of May 16, and Clubs will mail their card(s) to the 
winners directly.   

 
Funds raised are for the ongoing activities of the Eastern Canada Region 

 

mailto:susan.rivers@gmail.com
mailto:easterncanada@soroptimist.net
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Recommendation from Nominating Committee 
 
Maxine was pleased to announce that the Nominating Committee has been successful at filling 
the vacancies on our Board for the coming year.  
Cindy Figus has agreed to fill the one-year President position,  
Lorrie Haslam will be Treasurer, and  
Melanie Cates will fill the two-year Secretary position.  

 
The committee chairs are:  
Fundraising - Kathleen Rismondo & Shirley Smith,  
Membership – Kim Koivukoski, Judy Anderson & Faith Crichton,  
Program – Judy Perrier & Linda Adams,  
Public Awareness – Faith Crichton (Faith would like to step down if anyone else might be 

interested in the position).  
 
At our May meeting there will be an opportunity for nominations from the floor before the 

Board is accepted as final. The Delegate will be chosen at our June meeting.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Priority theme was ‘Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in 

the context of climate change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programmes’, 

and the Review Theme is ‘Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world of work’ (the 

agreed conclusions of the sixty-first session). Please go to the web site to read the various discus-

sions. 

https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/advocacy/commission-on-the-status-of-women/csw66/ 

The sixty-sixth session of the Commission on the Status of Women  took 

place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 14 to 25 March 

2022. 

For more information about the 

convention in Dublin sign up for 

details  at   

https://

www.soroptimistinternational.or

g/soroptimist-convention-2023/ 
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