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Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to 

 reach their full potential and live their dreams”. 

A Conversation with Cheryl 

While I was writing the article for 
“Did You Know?” for this 
month’s newsletter, I came 
across a statement that was 
credited to a Soroptimist who is 
purported to have said in 1939, 
at the beginning of World War II:    

“Two things are clear to us in 
the midst of the bewilderment and distress of these 
present days. One is that, as a band of women whose 
aim is the furthering of international understanding, 
we must stick together and keep in active working or-
der our Soroptimist organization, the value of which 
is greater than ever before. The other is that when we 
emerge from this nightmare and the struggle is over 
we must be stronger than ever to see that all our in-
fluence is case on the side of a just and lasting 

peace.” 

While that statement was made 72 years ago, I think we 
can say it still applies to us today.  When we emerge from 
the COVID 19 pandemic, we will in a sense have sur-
vived a war.  The COVID 19 virus is “invisible” to the na-
ked eye, its assault on humanity isn’t.  The language we 
use in describing the progress we are making against this 
virus draws upon “war time” phrases such as “medical 
staff are working on the front lines” and “they are being 
overrun by the “enemy virus” in some cases’; govern-
ments are taking action to “battle” this deadly virus and 
vaccines are seen as the answer and our fervent hope to 
end this world wide pandemic.   

Soroptimist Thunder Bay 

Club Meeting Wednesday,  

May 12 at 7 pm  

Join Zoom Meeting: Judy 

will advise connection 

details 
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The cost of COVID 19 and now the variants is far more than the financial costs 
that readily come to mind.  I wonder how we will tabulate the toll this virus has had 
on mankind.  Is the cost so high that it simply can’t be calculated?  I think we all 
recognize that it will surely require a litany of resources in order to try to heal the 
hearts and minds of those personally impacted by this dreaded disease.  How can 
society measure the cost on the psyche of those who lost family due to a lack of 
oxygen supplies or the toll on health care professionals who often tried in vain to 
save lives?  How do you measure the cost of the lost learning among children and 
adults at all levels of education?  Can we measure the impact of the isolation that 
many people suffered?  What about the abuse that occurred to women and chil-
dren forced to stay in the same residence as their abusers?  There are likely a 
myriad of other issues that if not already known will be raised in the coming 
months and years.   While we may not be able to cure all the ills of the world, we 
can take some small comfort in the resilient nature of people (and our Club mem-
bers in particular) for their ability to resist, absorb and recover from, or success-
fully adapt to adversity or change.    

This year, I think I am safe in saying, we all grieved for the life we knew.  We have 
witnessed and continue to witness the loss of life on a massive scale.  We have 
feared for our own lives and the lives of our loved ones.  In grieving for the life we 
knew before, we likely have felt lonely and perhaps a little bit angry as we see the 
daily injustices that COVID brings. Also we are wrestling with the thought that life 
as we knew it may not return as quickly as we thought it would once we have our 
second vaccine shot.    

As we enter year 2 of the COVID 19 pandemic and now its variants, we can build 
upon our resilience and strength so we can truly rise up and get ready for what is 
next.  Here are a few tips/steps that you may wish to consider undertaking or to 
keep doing in order to be resilient or to build your resilience: 

Step 1 Acknowledgement – It is healthier to acknowledge any frustration or stress 
you are feeling rather than hiding it away in the name of being “strong”.  You could 
try keeping a journal as well as walking and making time for reflection. 

Step 2  Check your reality – Before you concentrate solely on the “worst case” 
scenario, remember that most things are not actual catastrophes and can be dealt 
with.  It is always better to be proactive and work out a plan for dealing with what 
is going on. 

Step 3  Build a support network – I would like to think that your first thought on 
reading this was that “I have a support group with my fellow SI Thunder Bay So-
roptimist members!”  Remember that resilient people are not “lone wolves”.   
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They have a strong network of support around them: friends,   family and peers 
who they reach out to.  (Shirley’s monthly “check ins” and well as Lee Ann’s 
monthly club newsletters and our “tea and conversation” zoom sessions ensure that 
we stay connected.) 

Step 4  Learn from experience – as you face challenges, ask yourself “what am I 
learning from this?” and grow your knowledge and determination.  

Step 5 Practice self-compassion – mentally strong people don’t beat themselves up 
for their failures or for feeling upset about a situation.  They treat themselves with 
compassion. 

Step 6 Daily Act of Kindness -  by doing kind deeds such as paying compliments, 
doing something good for someone else boosts your optimism skills.  It takes our 
focus off ourselves and onto others which will improve relationships with others. 

Step 7 Being Grateful – By being grateful, it helps to give perspective and no matter 
what the circumstances, there is something to be grateful for. 

Step 8 Three Things you are proud of – at the end of the day reflect on three things 
that you are proud of achieving that day.  They don’t have to be big things. 

Step 9 Connect – it is crucial to our wellbeing that we interact with others.  It can be 
a phone call, email, or sharing a meal via zoom to name a few. 

Step 10 – Move every day.  Our bodies need movement.  For example, you can 
stretch, do exercises while seated, take an exercise class on line, or a walk outside.  
By moving, you release “feel good” endorphins which helps to build resilience 
physically and mentally.   

Step 11 – Get enough sleep.  We all know that our bodies need sleep to repair, re-
juvenate and physically and mentally refresh us.  

While these eleven tips/steps are ones you likely already know about, I hope you 
found it useful to revisit them.  Speaking of “revisiting”, I was looking back at the 
Soroptimist member’s statement from 1939.  I am not sure if we are “stronger” as a 
result of this pandemic.  I do think that we have gained some new skills.  

Our Club continues to offer hope and assistance to women and girls.  Kathleen’s 
suggestion coupled with Lorrie and Judy Anderson’s leadership will ensure that we 
distribute 100 Comfort Care bags for marginalized women to mark our 100

th
 Sorop-

timist Anniversary.  We have offered “elbow grease” to help Peter and the kids from 
the Underground Gym get their new digs ready to use.  Karen Bortolin and her 
committee are currently making plans for our Club’s 100

th
 Anniversary party to be 

held in the Soroptimist International Friendship garden. Maxine’s Trust committee is 
awaiting results from the membership’s vote on the proposal to use some  
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of the funds Olive Ede left us to pursue creating a trust.  The board has had a 
planning/budget meeting for the 2021-22 Soroptimist year.   

While we eagerly await the “return to normal”, the “two things” mentioned in the 
1939 statement are true of our Club: 

As a “band as women … we have stuck together and kept in active working or-
der our Soroptimist organization, the value of which is greater than ever be-
fore.       

When we emerge from this pandemic struggle, we are and will continue to be 
stronger than ever.”  

I will add a third item – that the need for Soroptimists and what we stand for will be 
greater than before.  We only have to reflect on our Eastern Canada Region 
Pledge which is:  

“We are Soroptimists committed to: the sincerity of friendship, the joy of achieve-

ment, the dignity of service, the integrity of profession, the love of country.  We will 

put forth our best efforts to improve the lives of women and girls in local communi-

ties and throughout the world.” 

Need I say more? 

 

President Cheryl 

 

Thunder Bay General Meeting 

April 14, 2021 7:00pm 

Via Zoom 

Present: 

Cheryl Ball, Judy Perrier, Karen Bortolin, Cindy Figus, Lorrie Haslam, Kim Koivu-
koski, Faith Crichton, Maxine Tenander, Lee Anne Nalezyty, Shirley Smith, 
Sharon Godwin, Linda Adams, Judy Anderson, Marlene Crago, Melanie Cates, 
Marilyn Fenwick, Karen Lynn Evans,  

 

Regrets: 

Kathleen Rismondo, Joan Taddo, Barb Fraser, Rosa Martin, Lauren Butman, Enid 
McKenzie, Susan Chopp 
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AGENDA 

Cheryl called the meeting to order at 7:00 

 

Cheryl introduced guests Dulcy Pennicoke – background in policing, presently 
she is studying at Lakehead University and guest, Marlo Ellis – CEO “The Un-
common Woman” now a global movement that supports women to tap into their 
voices and change the world around them. She also develops Kind Kits, not 
unlike our Comfort Kits. 

 

Speaker Kate Bortolin, (a Program Manager at Beendigen}.                Her presenta-
tion on what vulnerable women in Thunder Bay face on the streets was enlighten-
ing as well as at times disturbing. 

When she began her work with Beendigen 8 years ago, most women accessing the 
services provided by this women’s shelter were facing intimate partner violence. 
Times have changed. Now more women / girls are fleeing from gang violence 
and human trafficking. Gangs are coming from Southern Ontario and members 
are not recognized when they enter the shelters to recruit. Indigenous women are 
targets for this. Girls as young as 12 -14 are marks. They are coming from northern 
communities and lack supports. Often the police are not trusted.  

People are recruited in different ways often online. There are threats of violence 
(gorilla pimps), love bombing (given gifts, affection, then have a debt that must be 
paid), and promised jobs (labour trafficking with passports taken away and 
forced to work). Often victims aren’t aware that they are being recruited and traf-
ficked.  Power and control is with the traffickers. 

Thunder Bay now has a Coalition to End Human Trafficking. Victims present 
themselves in different ways, often struggling to communicate. They might have 
identifying factors – substance issues, specific clothing, branding, minimal cloth-
ing or dressed to the 9’s, a flat affect. 

Beendigen provides a safe place where women are believed.  The work is survivor 
centered and food and personal supplies are available. The aim is prevention 
through education. The policy is a ”be safer model”. Every person that’s missing 
is reported.  Beendigen works closely with The Walking in Truth Patrol, crisis 
line, toxic healing line. Billboards around the city and word of mouth let victims 
know of resources.  
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 Popup shelters are being considered to preserve the location of the shelter. Some 
survivors are sent to other shelters outside our Region, but difficulties are pre-
sented if travel by air is required when they don’t have identification. 

Financial support comes from the Provincial government but nothing has been 
seen federally yet. 

The pandemic has presented additional concerns. 

 

Cheryl expressed thanks to Kate on behalf of the group. 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

 

Moved by Kim 

Seconded by Faith 

That the minutes of the March 2021 General Meeting be adopted as distributed. 

Carried 

Moved by Cindy 

Seconded by Judy 

That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented by Cindy. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE Via email  

Lunafest April 17, 2021 presented by SI Cambridge. Movies for women by women. 

 

Maxine outlined the report of the Olive Ede’s Philanthropic Bequest Committee 

(Maxine, Marilyn, Lee Anne) 

They are recommending that:  
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  To expose membership to ECR conference, a 1time grant of $50 for regis-
tration of each member of Thunder Bay SI 

 Comfort Kits - $1000 

 Monetary assistance, not to exceed $5000 to set up a Trust to be used to 
gain registered charity status 

 Tree in Olive’s memory 

This will come to a vote at the May meeting. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Trusts – Charitable Status Next Steps 

Maxine, Cheryl and Cindy have been in consultation with other Soroptimist clubs 
and have recommended that SI Thunder Bay begin the process to establish a 
Trust in order to become a club with charitable status.  Three trustees would op-
erate the trust. Funds would be separate from club funds. Assistance from a law-
yer would be helpful and an auditor is required. Insurance might be needed. 

Maxine, Cheryl, Cindy and Judy P. have volunteered to form a committee. 

Moved by Maxine 

Seconded by Linda 

That SI Thunder Bay take initial steps to establish a Trust. 

Carried 

SI Thunder Bay – Chartered May 6, 1949. 

 

Spring Conference 2022 

Maxine reported that the Court House Hotel is booked, Entertainment is secured 
and the speaker is booked. Catering still needs to be determined. 

 

Tea and Conversation – April Virtual Get Together 

Lee Ann will host on April 22 at 1:00. Judy P. will send out the zoom invite. 
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Soroptimist International 100th Anniversary 

Karen B. as Chair of the 100th Anniversary Committee invited members to join 
with her to plan. Marlene, Linda, Judy A. and Kim will help with ideas for an 
event at the end of August or in September to be held in our Garden as well as es-
tablishing a budget. There will be a committee meeting next week. 

The Committee will make a report at the next General Meeting. 

 

Comfort Kits 

Lorrie reported that 100 Kits will cost $2,000.00 with $1000 coming from Olive 
Ede’s Bequest and $500 from Club Funds. Many items needed have been ordered 
through Cheryl’s husband. Cheryl will pay for the raincoats. Joan has provided 
200 small bags for the sanitary products. Judy P. will approach the Health Unit for 
the condoms. Lorrie has requested monetary donations rather than Kit items if members 
wish to donate.  Cheques should be made to Lorrie or Judy A., not Cindy. 

Marlo Ellis noted that there might be an opportunity to collaborate with “The Un-
common Woman”.  

 

ECR Spring Conference 2021. Theme “Riding the Waves” 

The conference takes place on 2 evenings – May 3rd and 13th. To register email 
Susan Rivers. SI Thunder Bay will donate a $75 gift card. Cindy will call Faith to dis-
cuss the presentation. 

FUNDRAISING 

 

PROGRAM 

 

LYD Award winner, Laija knows that she has won the $5000 from ECR. She will 
be invited to speak at the 2021 ECR Spring Conference. 

 

DIBI 

Faith informed us that the letters of request for names of female students graduat-
ing from Grade 8, candidates for the 100th Anniversary  
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Bursary to principals at 3 public schools  - Algonquin. McKellar Park and St. James.  
Criteria for selection was included. Responses are expected by the end of the 
month. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

SI Policies and Procedures (deferred) 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Picture of our LYD award winner submitted to newspaper. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Selection of SIA President Elect 

Moved by Maxine 

Seconded by Lorrie 

That Jackie DeMartini be the SI Thunder Bay selection for SIA President Elect. 

Carried 

 

Underground Gym 

Lee-Ann will inform members when help is needed to clean the facility. 

 

Delegate 2021-22 

Linda Adams has agreed to be the Delegate. 

 

Board – Budget / Planning Mtg. for 2021-22 

The meeting is scheduled for April 28th, 2021. 

 

Register for SIA Virtual Conference Oct. 1-3, 2021 

This is a good opportunity to attend an International Conference. Registration cost 
$40 US funds. Registration information is in the Newsletter . 
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Soroptimist of the Year 

The Committee of Maxine, Marilyn and Lee Ann have submitted the name to ECR 
which will be announced at the Spring Conference. 

 

April Birthdays – Kathleen Rismondo April 17th and Joan Taddo April 30th  

Pledge for ECR 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Kim Koivukoski 
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Club Members 

 

Colleen Penrowley, a member of the Soroptiimist Foundation of Canada board has sent 

this email asking that our members attend their first ever  "Live Your Dream" awards pres-

entation on Saturday,  May 22nd at 2 p.m. our time.  

 

As you may recall, the Soroptimist Foundation of Canada was asked to sponsor "Live Your 

Dream" Awards for women in areas where there is no Soroptimist Club.  

 

Go to https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/award-celebration-tickets-151124668953  to register.  

 

Cheryl    

SI Thunder Bay celebrates 72 years of  ser-

vice to women and girls.  

Our charter took place May 6th 1949. 
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Did you know? 

While we all know that Violet Richard-

son Ward was the first president of the 

first Soroptimist Club in Alameda County 

California. You may not have known that 

she was a health and physical educa-

tion specialist in the Berkeley California 

School district.  Interestingly, she mar-

ried on June 16, 1926 (June 16
th
 is the 

date of my wedding anniversary and 

happened to be the date of the late SI 

Thunder Bay member Mary O’Rourke’s 

birthday.)  No, don’t ask me why I re-

member that tidbit of information.  My 

mind appears to work in mysterious 

ways even I don’t understand!   

As the founder-president of Soroptimist 

Violet instilled in the organization some 

of its earliest traditions; its international 

scope (she wouldn’t join the Club until 

she had the Stuart Morrow’s (the organ-

izer’s) word of honour that he would 

also organize clubs abroad; the use of 

first names among members during a 

more formal era and the close associa-

tions with other “service” clubs.  The 

term “service clubs” was never used in 

Oakland prior to Violet’s term as presi-

dent – clubs such as Soroptimist, Rotary 

and Lions were originally referred to as 

“luncheon” clubs.  The Soroptimists ac-

centuated service, and as such the term 

became the vogue. 

I have spoken about the first project un-
dertaken by a Soroptimist club which 
was ‘Save the Redwoods’ – the great 
ancient trees which were being felled.  
The Soroptimists lobbied the legislature, 
taking on powerful lumber companies, 
and winning public support, which re-
sulted in a major portion of the forest 
being set aside as protected land, that 
still exists today.  I can’t seem to get the 
late Margaret Mead’s saying, “Never 
doubt that a small group of thought-
ful, committed citizens can change 
the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has” out of my mind. We 
have a home grown example of what a 
group of committed citizens can accom-
plish.  In our case, it’s the Soroptimist 
Club members who acted on their club 
members’ idea of creating an 
“International Friendship Garden” as a 
Centennial project.  What a wonderful 
legacy – a beautiful peaceful garden to 
walk, relax, meditate and simply enjoy 
the beauty of nature for all the citizens 
of Thunder Bay and area!! 

Now I’ll take you back to Violet Richard-
son Ward’s days of the Soroptimist    or-
ganization.  Over the next 5 years, 15 
clubs were chartered along the Pacific 
and Atlantic coasts all with a growing 
concern for women in their communi-
ties. 
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A similar club was established in Britain, 
and here the first project sought to be-
friend girls who had no mothers and sup-
port a local Children’s Society to estab-
lish an open-air hospital school. Despite 
their similarity, neither club knew of the 
other and as similar clubs began forming 
in other cities, all without knowledge of 
each other, a seed was sown and a 
global membership was taking shape. 

In 1924 Suzanne Nöel founded the first 
Soroptimist club in Europe -Soroptimist 
International Paris.  She used her world-
wide lecturing series to share the Sorop-
timist concept and messages, prompting 
the establishment of clubs all over 
Europe. Nöel later became the first 
President of the European Federation. 

1928 saw the foundation of both the 
American and the European Federations 
and a Soroptimist International Associa-
tion was created to provide a link be-
tween the Federations.  In 1934, Great 
Britain & Ireland formed a separate Fed-
eration.  I thought I should mention when 
the last two federations were formed - 
the South West Pacific Federation was 
established in 1978.  The SI Africa Fed-
eration was formed on June 30, 2020 in 
the midst of a worldwide pandemic. 
(Karen Bortolin told our membership 
about the Africa Federation being formed 
in a recent orientation session.)   

In 1934, Europe and Great Britain & Ire-
land decided to form separate Federa-
tions and during this decade many ser-
vice projects were taken on, such as vo-
cational training for women and children, 
housing for the disadvantaged, assis-

tance for the sick and disabled, and the 
caring of refugees. Australia joined the 
network in 1937 with the first of its clubs 
forming in Sydney, Eastern Australia. 

Then in 1939, World War II broke out.  
While many are familiar with the history 
of the war, you might not know about this 
time in Soroptimist history.  For example, 
did you know that the Soroptimists em-
barked on rescuing members of the SI 
Vienna club and their families, threat-
ened by the Nazis regime.  American So-
roptimists donated funds and clothing.  
Many clubs across Europe were forced 
to meet clandestinely, making and mend-
ing clothes, and preparing all manner of 
items that were needed.  Soroptimists 
opened Rest Rooms for women in the 
forces and a New Zealand club set up a 
refugee relief committee for people es-
caping from Europe.  I can’t help but 
think our current laments about “how 
tough” it is now.  We have to  adapt our 
way of life due to the worldwide pan-
demic by staying in our safe, warm and 
comfortable homes with all the modern 
conveniences.  It seems dare I say like 
“whining”?  The other thought I had was 
that being in awe of the commitment that 
the European Soroptimists exhibited 
when they had to meet “clandestinely”.  I 
would hazard a guess that there are 
times when our members “don’t really 
feel like going or attending” a monthly 
meeting.  I can only imagine the commit-
ment and the risk these ladies took in 
meeting with their fellow Soroptimists in 
order to help others! 
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Membership Committee 

Yes ladies, one hundred years ago things were different.  These women are cer-
tainly awe inspiring.  Despite the social norms of the day, they successfully helped 
many and didn’t let the doctrine of “it’s simply not done” dictate what they would or 
would not do to better people’s lives.  They simply must have thought “why not?” 
and found a way to accomplish it.  Certainly food for thought! 

President Cheryl  

 Sick and Visiting Report  for May 2021 
 

 Joan has an appointment to see the specialist.  

 Barb and Lorne Fraser are trudging along with several appointments. 

 As well; I spoke with the majority of the members and they are fine. 

 

Marilyn and Ken Fenwick celebrated their 57th Wedding Anniversary on May 2nd. 

“Congratulations” 

 

Respectfully Submitted            Shirley  

We had two prospective join us on recent Club Zoom Meetings - Allison Pyke in March and 

Dulcy Penticooke in April. Both Allison and Dulcy found us on their own through the Friend-

ship Gardens and our website.  

Allison happened to be on the meeting when we heard our Live Your Dream award winner 

speak. She was very impressed with what we do. She may join us some day in the future but 

as a working mother of two boys she wants to hold off for now. I will keep in touch with her.  

Dulcy joined us for our April meeting and wants to join us! Hurray, she plans to wait to July 

1st though, because, quite frankly, joining in the spring is not good bang for your buck. I am 

very pleased that we will start in September with a new member initiation.  

The Membership Committee has been charged to put on an event to celebrate SIA’s 100th An-

niversary. Members were asked to volunteer to be on the committee and we now have a com-

mittee of eight. Thank you to Lee Ann, Kim, Linda, Marlene, Judy A., Karen-Lynn Evans and 

Sharon Godwin. We had our first meeting on April 26th. It is hard to plan when we don’t know 

what the Covid restrictions will be over the next few months – can we gather, how many peo-

ple, can we serve food?  We all liked the idea of using the Friendship Gardens as a venue and 

are hoping that by late summer/early fall we will be free to gather outdoors. The committee 

felt that we needed a very flexible plan.  
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Words of Inspiration for a Most Memorable  

Volunteer Week 
We were moved to see so many of you honoring fellow club members by writing 
inspiring and positive messages in our official Soroptimist card.  If you didn't get a 
chance, it's not too late! Add your message today and read the powerful and mo-
tivating words from other members. https://www.groupgreeting.com/

sign/90b495624958c14 

Soroptimists Celebrating Success 2020 Region and Federation Finalists 

Go to SIA website to read about the wonderful programs organized by other clubs  

https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/fed-region-scsa-finalists.pdf 

One way our club is marking the 100th anniversary is by preparing one hundred Comfort Kits! 

I was surprised what the value of each kit was when you did the math. One hundred is a 

mighty feat! The assembly of the kits will not happen at the Anniversary Celebration as the 

volume of stuff to haul there and back is just too much. We hope to use some of the kits for a 

photo opportunity at the Anniversary Celebration. 

As Membership Chair I will be submitting a budget for 2021-22 and the Anniversary Celebra-

tion will be included in that budget. The committee thought that $500 would be the minimum 

and $1,000 would be the maximum amount needed. I am going to budget $1,000 just in case 

we are able to do a bigger celebration. The rest of Membership’s budget will likely be pared 

down somewhat for the coming year. When you see the budget at the June meeting you will 

see that Membership’s budget is much higher than usual but this is an unusual year.  

Marlene Crago has decided to step back from being Co-chair of Membership. We all thank 

her for being Co-chair of Membership for almost three years.  

Karen Bortolin Co-chair 

 Results of 2021-2022 President-elect mail ballot  

 Stephanie Smith has been elected to the position of 2021-2022 President-elect and will assume that 

office on September 1, 2021. She will assume the office of SIA President on September 1, 2022, and 

will serve in that position through August 31, 2023.  

SIA Updates 

https://www.groupgreeting.com/sign/90b495624958c14
https://www.groupgreeting.com/sign/90b495624958c14
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/fed-region-scsa-finalists.pdf
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Training 

Promoting inclusiveness and diversity at Soroptimist is one of the best ways to sup-

port our global mission to help women and girls. Which is why we developed Diver-

sity, Equity, and Inclusion training videos and resources to help you incorporate more 

inclusive practices into your Dream Programs. Go to: https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-

members/program-resources/diversity-equity-and-inclusion.html 

What Counts for the 2021-2031 Big Goal: Invest in the Dreams of Half a Million 
Women and Girls Big Goal 

Accelerator Projects Club and region work that increases access to education for women and 
girls facing obstacles and leads to economic empowerment will count towards our next Big 
Goal! Clubs and regions wanted their local work to count, and now it will!  

Starting in 2021, SIA will begin collecting information from clubs and regions about their work 
outside of the Dream Programs that contributes to our 2021-2031 Big Goal. These projects will 
be called Big Goal Accelerator Projects. It is important to note that not all club and region pro-
jects will count toward the next Big Goal. Go to website for more information. 

https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/resources-and-information/federation-information/big-goal/
bgap-what-counts-handout-e.pdf 
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Wishing you a calm and relaxing Mother’s Day 


