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Items of interest: 

 Did you know 

 Soroptimist Toronto 

 Myth Buster  

 Sweet Dreams Auc-

tion 

 Elevate 

 SIA New CEO 

 Thank you from Presi-

dent Cheryl 

 

 

Mission: “Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides 

  women and girls with access to the education and training they 

  need to achieve economic empowerment.”.  

Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay 

Inside this Issue: 

 Conversation with 

President Cheryl 

 Treasurer's Report  

Nov. 2021 

 Club Mtg Minutes 

Nov. 13, 2021 

 President’s Appeal 

Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to 

 reach their full potential and live their dreams”. 

Soroptimist Thunder Bay 

Club Meeting Wednesday,  

 December 8 at 6 :30pm  

Waverly Park Tower Club 
Room 
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CONVERSATION WITH CHERYL 

In preparing the “Did You Know” article for this month’s newsletter, I could-

n’t help but be in VERY IMPRESSED with the Soroptimist members who 

preceded us (after all I couldn’t say yet again that I’m in “awe” of their ac-

complishments)! From a simple statement by one woman that she would be 

interested in being a member of a women’s service club, a seed was 

planted.   

The earliest members faced many of the challenges we face today.  They experienced a pandemic 

with thousands of lives lost.  They had just lived through the World War I and there was upheaval in 

the financial markets.  Still they prevailed to create a club for women helping women and girls. 

The earliest Soroptimists seemed to have little difficulty recruiting members.  One of the challenges 

facing many Soroptimist clubs these days is membership.  SI Thunder Bay is not alone in this chal-

lenge.  While some clubs have successfully recruited new and sometimes younger members, our 

Eastern Canada Region at present does not meet the threshold of 300 members which is consid-

ered necessary to be called a “Healthy” Region by Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA).   

 When I look at the demographics of SI Thunder Bay, we have members in most of the decades.  

However, in many cases, we have only one person who fits a specific demographic.  When I joined 

twenty-one years ago, SI Thunder Bay club membership was reflective of the majority of the dec-

ades.  With that representation, potential members saw others like them.  They may have felt at 

“home” with their Soroptimist sisters who they likely believed had shared similar life experiences as 

they had.  (Note I used the word “sisters” which previously was frowned upon but I have been hear-

ing this term used more and more lately so I chose to use it too!)    

Today, potential members may not see others or very few of their generation.  While this is some-

thing that needs to be addressed, potential members may be missing the best part of our Club.  A 

group of women with different life experiences and values working cohesively to help women and 

girls “be the best that they can be”.  All the while developing friendships and having FUN!    

The topic of the generational divide is huge.  It covers everything from how we prefer to communi-

cate – phone call versus email messages to paying bills by cheques or by “e transfers”.  I couldn’t 

help but be reminded of a young couple I recently saw sitting across from each other texting in a 

restaurant.  They likely were texting other folks.  I sure hope they weren’t texting each other or soci-

ety is in big trouble with verbal communication.   

The different ways various generations prefer to communicate with others is just one example of the 

differences between generations.  Some of the differences are likely due to the technology available 

at the time of one’s youth.  For example my youngest son had a girlfriend who had never seen a ro-

tary dial telephone.  This came to light when I gave her a “Fisher Price” toy phone to use for one of 

her practice teaching classes.  Our life experiences and values often impact how we view the world 

and how we go about accomplishing tasks.  (I bet you thought I was getting to the end of my 

“Conversation with Cheryl”.  Sorrel)   

With this in mind, I looked into what some of the differences between the generations were.     
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TRADITIONALISTS born between 1922 to 1945. 

People born in this time period are often called the “Silent” Generation since they were raised during 

a period of war and economic depression.  They value hard work, loyalty and thriftiness.  Patriot-

ism, teamwork, sacrifice, “doing more with less,” and task orientation very much defines this genera-

tion. Rules of order, respect for authority, and following directions are all important touchpoints for 

Traditionalists.  Many of this generation have an instilled sense of civic values.  I’d like to point out 

that it is likely that the parents of Traditionalists had these tendencies as well.  It was after all 1921 

when the first Soroptimist Club was formed.   

 

BABY BOOMERS born between 1946 – 1964  

Growing up in post-World War II prosperity and surrounded by civil rights  movements, the boomers 

entered the workforce with a refreshing sense of optimism and rebellion, valuing equal opportuni-

ties, teamwork and community, open communication, asking questions and making the world better 

for the next generation. 

Generally, baby boomers aren’t illiterate when it comes to technology, but they may prefer more tra-

ditional methods of technology such as email over instant messaging, and traditional PowerPoints or 

handouts over more technologically interactive presentations. 

GENERATION X born between 1965 – 1976  

Generation X folks grew up in an awkward in-between of the roaring rebellion and prosperities that 

the Baby Boomers experienced.  They are fiercely independent following in the footsteps of the 

boomers, but also more flexible and able to adapt to change with the onset of technology in 

their adolescence. They are unique; valuing flexibility, and independence.   

MILLENIALS or GENERATION Y born between 1977 – 1996  

They grew up in a turbulent economy surrounded by unprecedented terrorism and quickly improving 

technology to capture it all, the Millennials were sheltered by their parents 

Members of Generation Y are educated and independent.  They want recognition for their accom-

plishments.  They value achievements, education, competition, fun, civic duty, sociability, self- confi-

dence and globalism. They also value good work-life balanced opportunities.  Needless to say, they 

are the technological generation; so integrated technologies and continued technological advances 

are a no-brainer.  (I only wish that described me!!)   

GENERATION Z  born between 1997 to 2011  

A Generation Z person doesn’t know life without the iPhone and social media,  (Imagine how I feel 

typing that statement, when I have trouble with all forms of technology!) 

Gen Z’s often have a strong entrepreneurial drive and are looking for economic stability. Paralleling 

the traditionalists in many ways, they grew up in a time of economic uncertainty and crave stability.  

They value work that can satisfy their creative, entrepreneurial, tech-savvy characteristics and at the 

best price. They value a well-developed professional network.   
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GENERATION A for Alpha born in 2012 onward 

Those born between 2012 onward are considered Generation A for Alpha.  This generation is the 

first generation to be born entirely in the 21
st
 century.  Of course they are too young for membership 

in a Soroptimist Club. (LOL which means “laugh out loud”!    

We all know that regardless of our age, we will always belong to the generation we were born into.  
As we get older, we tend to intermingle the life issues that we have faced.  However, the younger we 
are, the more dramatic each stage of life is. Consider the difference between someone in elemen-
tary school and high school. While they might be the same generation, they have very different 
views and needs at each of these stages. 

Understanding the long-term effects of major life events defining a generation and the general 
trends that follow are important for any organization or club to pay attention to.  Overall, these five 
generations are unique and we are fortunate to have members in these generations who   contribute 
their strengths and talents to the work we do as a club.  I recall the late Olive Ede telling us about 
her early days as a Soroptimist.   The members met twice a month.  At one of the monthly meetings, 
the members wore long dresses with gloves – sometimes gloves to their elbows.  She painted a 
very elegant picture.  This custom has changed over the years.  In fact, the way Soroptimist clubs 
conduct their business has changed many times over the years to reflect society’s norms.   

I wonder if now is the time to consider how we recruit and retain our members.  Should we give 
some thought to how best to showcase our talents?  Are there changes to consider to enhance the 
Soroptimist member experience such as how we carry out our work; conduct our meetings and the 
expectations we have of our members to name a few.  After all we are a dynamic group of women 
with multi-generational life experiences! We are ALL members of Eastern Canada Region, So-
roptimist International of the Americas and Soroptimist International in other words THE 
WORLD!  We are members of an organization that is 72,000 women strong and whose members 

live in 121 countries!!   

I can’t help but think of the old Helen Reddy song lyric  

“I am woman, hear me roar. 

In numbers too big to ignore”… 

I would like to paraphrase these lines to read: 

“I am a SI Thunder Bay member, see me soar 

In numbers too big to ignore!” 
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Just imagine what we could accomplish!  Our name is likely no longer a “well-kept secret” thanks to 
the wonderful Chronicle Journal Women’s magazine article!  The Soroptimist International Garden 
arches with our shining faces were front and centre for all who glance at this magazine to see!  
Heather Peden did a magnificent job of telling our Soroptimist club story.  Now it is up to us to carry 
on with our BRILLANT FUTURE!   

Sincerely 

Cheryl  

A FINAL MESSAGE 

At the time that I initially wrote my “Conversation with 
Cheryl” article, the   festive season excitement was 
just starting.  Sure we had the worry of supply chain 
issues, but overall things were moving in the right 
direction.  Children 5 to 11 were soon going to be 
able to be vaccinated and this has come true.  In 
Thunder Bay, the COVID case numbers were very 
low and we were experiencing milder temperatures 
than normal.  To illustrate how things can quickly 
change, now we see the aftermath of the horrific 
weather conditions in British Columbia and Atlantic 
Canada; the Thunder Bay COVID numbers have hit 
highs that we haven’t see for months now. South Af-
rica has identified a new COVID variant which is wor-
risome.   

However, some things don’t change and one thing 
has been constant through the generations and likely 
centuries.  It is our desire for a happy holiday sea-
son!  We often offer complete strangers good will 
wishes such as “Merry Christmas and the best of the 
season”!  Many of us do acts of kindness at this time 
of year.  We endeavor to make this festive season a 
little bit merrier for those whose circumstances are 
often bleak.  This leads mean to my wish for you and 
your loved ones - an Irish Christmas blessing. (My 
father was born in Ireland and would get quite sentimental about his days as a youth in Ireland at 
Christmas time.  His brogue would become more pronounced as he listened to the old Irish records.   

Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones! 

Cheryl 
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SI Thunder Bay Club Meeting Minutes 

November 10, 2021 - 7 pm - Hybrid meeting 

In-person at the Hilldale Condominium Common Room 

 

 

There were 20 members present. 

 

In-person – Linda Adams, Judy Anderson, Cheryl Ball, Karen Bortolin, Melanie Cates, Marlene 
Crago, Faith Crichton, Cindy Figus, Barb Fraser, Sharon Godwin, Lorrie Haslam, Kim Koivukoski, 
Lee Ann Nalezyty, Judy Perrier, Kathleen Rismondo, Shirley Smith, Maxine Tenander 

 

Zoom attendees – Karen Lynn Evans, Marilyn Fenwick, Dulci Pennicooke 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:14.  

 

Minutes of the October 13th Club meeting – It was moved by Secretary Karen; seconded by Judy 
A., that the minutes be accepted as printed in the newsletter. Carried.                     

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Cindy.  

Correspondence – None 

We stood for Cheryl’s reading of “In Flander’s Fields”. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Spring Conference 2022 – We were not able to watch the video “Call to Conference” due to a tech-
nical issue. Maxine announced that a meeting at her condo will be held on Nov. 24

th
, at 7 pm, for the 

Conference Committee Chairs. 

Trust Committee - Cindy has set up a bank account for the trust and deposited $1,000 from the 
Olive Ede Funds. A few minor bank glitches were dealt with and she will have cheques printed. 
Cindy has still not heard from back from CRA regarding obtaining a business number for the Trust.  

Melanie stated that Corrine Rivers, a lawyer with an SI club in the region, signed a document 
for us that needed a lawyer’s signature. She did this without charge so a thank you card and a small 
e-card gift were sent to her. 

 

 

FUNDRAISING          

Bottle Drive fundraiser (aka “Drinking for Charity” or “Soroptimist Saturday Nights”) We made $730 
and money is still coming in. Members are welcome to continue taking back bottles and passing the 
money along to the Treasurer for as long as they choose.  

Bingo Fundraiser – Bingos in Thunder Bay are resuming this month. Karen will call the Bingo Hall 
to confirm that we are on the list of those wanting to do a fundraiser event. Once we have charity 
status we can do bingos and use the funds for our own programs. Karen said that the museum does 
monthly bingos which brings in around $900 per bingo and that we would only need to supply two 
volunteers from our club. 

Sweet Dreams Auction – Kathleen said that we presently have 19 completed items, and 7 that are 
partially complete. Kathleen put the details in the November newsletter. Faith made a poster which 
is already up on the Auction 31 site and will be posted on Facebook closer to the auction date.  

Maxine offered a suggestion – members could contribute LCBO gift cards that would be 
placed on a heart-shaped wreath as an auction item. Any member interested in contributing an 
LCBO gift card for this item are asked to bring it to our December meeting. Kathleen stated that the 
deadline for all items to come in is December 15

th
 as time is needed to photograph them and get 

them up on the auction site.  

Other Possible Fundraiser – Karen reminded us of an event we held a couple of years ago. 
Maxine explained how the “Purse and Jewelry Swap” worked - members brought in purses and jew-
elry that they no longer use and other members purchased the items for $5 each. This idea will be 
considered in the new year. 

PROGRAM          

Live Your Dream - Judy reported that we have an applicant! We are still going to push back the 
deadline to January in hopes of receiving a few more. The members had a discussion about our 
club offering a prize to another club in the Eastern Canada Region and why the number of bursaries 
given by our region is important. The goal for our region is 30 as that number brings in extra prize 
money from SIA. There are only 13 clubs so clubs are encouraged to offer second place prize even 
if it is modest.  

Dream It, Be It           

Kathleen and Faith are looking at having a session in a school in the spring  
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MEMBERSHIP         

SI Policies & Procedures – Lee Ann, Melanie and Cheryl will meet in the new year. 

New Member Orientation – Cheryl will be on an ECR Club President’s Zoom meeting later this 
month and will bring up this topic.  

Guest Speaker – Our planned speaker, Dana Leeder, from the Children’s Aid Society, had to 
cancel tonight. She was going to talk about what happens to girls who age out of the foster care 
system and how we might help. We hope to have her speak in January.  

December Christmas Meeting – Will be held in the Towers Room at Waverley Park Towers. 
Marilyn said that we can have wine should anyone wish to partake. Cheryl and Marilyn are provid-
ing the beef and Marlene is making buns. Members are asked to bring an app, side salad or des-
sert.  

Cheryl has offered the door prize and we will have a penny auction. If you are bringing a contribu-
tion to the penny auction please come a little early so Shirley has time to get things organized. 
Members may bring gifts for Elevate and a list of suggestions will be emailed out.  Members are 
also invited to make a monetary contribution to the President’s Appeal “Opening Doors to a Bright 
Future”.  

SO… members should let Judy A know if they are coming, dress up a little or a lot, bring $5 for 
the use of the room, and bring a little something for our meal.  

AND, members can, if they so choose, bring something for the penny auction, cash to purchase 
penny auction tickets, cash for the President’s Appeal, their Christmas gifts for the ladies at Ele-
vate, and their items for the Sweet Dreams Auction.  

AND, members should not bring a guest this year. 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Cheryl thanked Karen for submitting an article to ECR about what Thunder Bay did to mark SIA’s 
100

th
 Anniversary. 

 

Advertising in the Chronicle Journal Women’s magazine – The Board decided that we will not 
do so this year but would consider doing it next year. Lee Ann asked if this decision should not 
have been brought before the club. We had a discussion about “policies and procedures”. The 
board’s decision was made due to the fact that the club funds are in the negative, it would cost 
$600, and that we are already being largely featured in the magazine for free.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

New Letterhead – Faith and Kathleen are updating our letterhead and business cards.  

November birthdays – Marilyn, Karen Lynn and Faith.  

January Meeting – will likely be held via Zoom. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  

Cheryl will be taking part in an ECR President’s Meeting on Nov. 29
th
.  

Cindy offered two SI shirts to any member who would like them. 

Sharon shared information about a wonderful exhibit that is currently being shown at the Thunder 
Bay Art Gallery until Nov. 21

st
.  

Melanie asked to take home the Powerpoint machine as it needs to be charged.  

 

We stood for the pledge and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a reminder of what the President’s Appeal is all about.  The following article first appeared in 

the November 2021 newsletter. For those who may want to donate to this worthy cause, I thought it 

might be helpful to revisit it.  As you likely recall, there will be a container for any such donations at 

our pot luck dinner on December 8, 2021.     

 “Opening Doors to a Bright Future”, is the Soroptimist International (SI) President’s Appeal, 2021-

2023, officially launched on iOctober 1, 2021. Headed by SI President-Elect Maureen Maguire, who 

takes up her role as President in January 2022, the Appeal, now part of the broader, recently estab-

lished Soroptimist International Foundation, springs from the learnings and success of many of the 

SI Appeals that have gone before; uniting Soroptimists, Clubs, Unions and the five Federations, with 

the aim of delivering tangible benefits to some of the world’s most marginalized women, girls, and 

their communities. With plans to establish Appeal projects in each of the five Soroptimist Federa-

tions, the launch project will take place within the Federation of the South West Pacific, in the South 

East Asia Nation of Cambodia. Building on a tangible thread running through the very heart of So-

roptimist work, “Opening Doors to a Bright Future” will cement the Soroptimist belief and commit-

ment to education throughout the life-course, and its immense power and fundamental role as a 

driver for sustainable development, peace, and equality. Investing in girls’ education brings high re-

wards, breaking cycles of poverty and aiding economic growth. Education empowers women, girls, 

and their communities, delivering skills and knowledge, whilst increasing confidence. Education en-

ables women and girls to make informed decisions affecting their future wellbeing, health, participa-

tion, and quality of life 

 

Cheryl 
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                                        DID YOU KNOW 

I thought I would provide a bit more detail about 

Soroptimist International of the Americas’ early 

days.  In a previous newsletter, I wrote about how 

Stuart Morrow was looking for leaders in the San 

Francisco Bay area to charter either an Optimist 

or Rotary Club since he had an interest in pro-

moting both.  What I didn’t know was anything 

about the mandate of the “Optimist” club.  It turns 

out that the first Optimist Club was formed in Buf-

falo, New York in 1911.  It was a men’s service 

club whose mission was to “Bring Out the Best in 

Kids”.   

The articles of incorporation of the first Soropti-

mist Club of Almeda contained something inter-

esting and very important!  At the bottom of the 

document, the charter designated that additional 

clubs would be founded and operated throughout 

the United States, with the principal business of 

ALL clubs transacted in Oakland. This immedi-

ately set the precedent for control and cohesion 

as the organization grew, represented today by 

Soroptimist International, Inc. located in Cam-

bridge, UK.   

Today, the real significance of this first-ever 

women's service club may be underappreciated, 

but at the time it was revolutionary! Don’t forget 

that by the 1920’s North American women had 

established themselves in the political arena 

through suffrage, and in the professional world as 

a result of World War I. However, there were no 

service clubs exclusively for women.  The advent 

of this first Soroptimist club bridged a major so-

cial divide.    This prompts me to wonder why one 

hundred years after the first Soroptimist Club was 

formed, we haven’t had more female Canadian 

Prime Ministers or why there hasn’t been a fe-

male President of the United States. 

I learned another interesting tidbit about the 

Almeda Club’s charter.  Stuart Morrow was the 

only signer. The records indicate that Mr. Mor 

 

row named himself as originator, founder and 

general manager of the corporation, retaining 

90% of the voting power, property rights, and 

interest in the corporation. In other words, he 

owned Soroptimist.  This was an untenable 

situation for the early Soroptimist Clubs.  They 

took action and in 1927, eight Soroptimist clubs 

cooperated to underwrite the hefty $5,500.00 pur-

chase price with help from clubs in Great Britain 

and Europe.  While the times were not perfect for 

such an acquisition, the early Soroptimists world-

wide recognized and understood the necessity of  

having control of their organization, and all con-

tributed to the purchase price in spite of all the 

challenges facing society at that time i.e. post 

worldwide pandemic and  the fluctuating stock 

market to name a few. 

One other detail I learnt was that it was at the 

First World Conference of Soroptimist Clubs held 

in Washington D.C. in 1927 that  the American 

(SIA) and European SIE)  

Federations as well as Soroptimist International 

were formed.  The role of Soroptimst Interna-

tional (SI) was seen as necessary to provide the 

link between all present and future clubs.  A few 

other significant conference outcomes were the 

decision that Soroptimist International Conven-

tions be held every four years, and the adoption 

of the Soroptimist emblem for the member pin.  

This pin was designed by Anita Houtz Thompson 

of the Oakland Club and the original casting of 

the pin is on display at SIA Federation building.  

While the design of the emblem has been 

changed a number of times over the years, So-

roptimist members still wear their Soroptimist 

pins with pride.    

I hope you found these Soroptimist  trivia details 

interesting. 

Cheryl    
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Estatira Shirkhodaee Presi-

dent,Soroptimist International of Toronto 

created a video with our members' pics 

and added music and stats.  Please click 

on the link below to view it. Kindly follow 

us and me on Instagram and Face-

book.Share the video on your facebook 

and with your friends and network. You 

can send this link in an email  your con-

tacts and coworkers. 

https://fb.watch/9tsrpzoFsl/ 

 

The kick off date for the campaign is Nov 24 .Please find attahched the flyer for the first 

and second events  on 25th and 27th.More to come..... 

 

SI Toronto needs your help to orange the world! Let's make this year's campaign very spe-

cial in Eastern Canada. 

 

 

Soroptimist International of Toronto 

https://fb.watch/9tsrpzoFsl/
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Elevate Wish List  
 

This is a portion of the email that Marlene sent out earlier in November about 
what the folks at Elevate are suggesting as items their clients could use.  As we 
know, the Elevate team works with marginalized women who are most thankful 
for any donations they receive.  Marlene noted that this year Elevate does not 
have any children requiring assistance. 
 
The list seems like a lot of essentials which we all know are greatly appreciated 
but lack any special luxury to them or fun stuff. I'll leave that up to the individual 
to decide on whether or not you want to include something special.  In the past 
we have also included food stuffs & edible treats as well as cooking utensils.  
 

Women’s underwear 
Sports bras 
Feminine hygiene products 
Women’s long johns 
Sock  
Deodorant 
Toothpaste & tooth brushes 
Knapsacks 
Grooming kits 
Hairbrushes & combs 
Shampoo & body wash 
Towels & facecloths  
Xl & XLL pajama bottoms 
Hoodies  
 

 

Please bring your gifts (unwrapped) to the Christmas party or you can call 
Marlene and she will pick them up if you're not attending (hopefully you will be 
there) or drop them off at Marlene’s place 446 A Regina Ave. (ugly purple door  - 
Marlene’s words not ours! 
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 SWEET DREAMS AUCTION 

We just received an updated flight plan indicating we will be experiencing an increase in tailwinds 

as we head into the last leg of our journey.  This latest information reminds us that our target date 

of December 8th to donate is fast approaching. We have had tremendous support thus far, and are 

very grateful for the wide variety of items and price points.  We are CLOSE to reaching our goal of 

40 items, however we still have a LITTLE WAYS to go for the mission to be accomplished. 

JUST IN..........We just got word from the terminal that some passengers prior to boarding forgot to 

check in their bags.  Therefore, upon arrival you will have to proceed to the, “Lost Luggage” counter 

and fill out the appropriate forms.  The following is a description of the baggage that will be 

marked, “UNCLAIMED”. 

                      *”Puppy Love” (dog stuff) 

                      *”Supper in Ten” (Instapot) 

                      *”Baby Talk” (baby stuff) 

                      *”Home Therapy” (The Creative Art Packages) 

                      *”Sweet n Sassy” (La Senza gift card/ chocolates) 

                      *”The Great Outdoors” (camping/ fishing gear) 

                      *”Flaming Hot” (metal art fire pit) 

 

Soroptimist Airlines takes pride in EMPOWERING women through EDUCATION. Our support of 

the, “Live Your Dream Award”, will encourage women to SOAR to new heights. 

 

Over and Out 
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Sick and Visiting  
 

The members that were contacted are all doing well. 
 

Sharon Godwin’s wrist  is healing quite well after having  

Carpul Tunnel surgery. 
 

To those whom I didn’t reach; I hope you are all are fine 

and look forward to seeing everyone at Christmas 

party. 
 

Shirley 

Soroptimist Announces Michelle Burnett As New Executive Direc-
tor/Chief Executive Officer 
 

Taking helm of global women’s organization 
November 2, 2021 
 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—Soroptimist International of the Americas, Inc., a 

global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with ac-

cess to the education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment, welcomes 

Michelle J. Burnett, of Wyncote, Pa., as its new Executive Director/CEO. She replaces Sorop-

timist’s long-time Executive Director/CEO, Elizabeth M. Lucas of Lake Bluff, Ill., who resigned 

in August 2021. Burnett is the first woman of color to hold this position at Soroptimist. 

 

Burnett has served as Soroptimist Chief Operating & Financial Officer since October 2019. In 

that role, she provided direction, management, and the vision necessary to ensure Soroptimist 

had the appropriate resources and systems in place to effectively support the organization’s 

growing impact while ensuring its financial strength and operating efficiency. 

Burnett holds a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting from Temple University. She also earned a 
Master of Business Administration from Eastern University and postgraduate certificates in hu-
man resource management and nonprofit executive leadership from Cornell University and 
Bryn Mawr University. Currently, Michelle is pursuing a doctoral degree in Strategic Leader-
ship at Liberty University. 
 
https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/whats-new/2021/new-ceo-michelle-burnett.html 
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Thank you so much Cheryl, I am very pleased that you like the article! I really appreci-
ate the time all of you spent with me to talk about what you do and share that spirit of 
the club. I learned a lot and wanted to convey all of that in the story and hoped that it 
came across. 
  
Thanks again for your kind words! 
  
Heather 
   
heatherpeden.com 
  
The Comeback Cat - A book about feline diabetes. 
 
Three Dogs and a Couch - Life in the wilds of Northwestern Ontario. 
 

Good afternoon Heather, 

 

On behalf of Soroptimist International of Thunder Bay, I want to thank you for your wonderful article in 

the recent Chronicle Journal Women's magazine.  We were pleased that you were able to meet in person 

with a few of our members.  Your  article captured the essence of our club!  Further, it high-

lighted the work our Club has done over the years and the impact it has had and continues to have on 

the women and girls in Thunder Bay.     

 

Your article may result in the Soroptimist name no longer being the “best kept secret”! 

 

Once again thank you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Ball, President 

Soroptimist international Thunder Bay   

Letter of thanks 

https://heatherpeden.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Comeback-Cat-incredible-diabetes-remission/dp/0995828903/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488996865&sr=8-1&keywords=the+comeback+cat
http://threedogsandacouch.blogspot.ca/
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Soroptimist Tower Club Christmas 

General Meeting and Christmas Festivities 

 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021. 

6:30pm 

Waverly Park Tower Club Room 

 

What You Need to Know: 

Proof of Double Vaccinations required  

Masks required 

$5.00 to cover the cost of the room rental 

Please bring indoor footwear , your festive spirit and a potluck contribution 

The Main Beef on a Bun is provided thanks to Cheryl, Marilyn and Marlene 
(homemade buns). 

Maxine will provide wine 

Judy A. is bringing punch and potato salad 

Kim – condiments and a pickled onion salad 

Faith – sushi appetizer 

What do you want to contribute – appetizer, salad / side, dessert? 

Whatever, it will be a Feast. 

 

Also 

If anyone wants to donate or re gift an item for the penny auction, please bring 
it and money to buy tickets to the party. Thanks Shirley. It’s always fun.  

Please let Kim – kimjfk@gmail.com or 345-7477  or Judy A. – ojander@shaw.ca  
or 475-7131 on or before Sunday, December 5th if you will or will not be attend-
ing. 

If you need a ride – we can help. 

 

mailto:kimjfk@gmail.com
mailto:ojander@shaw.ca
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