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  need to achieve economic empowerment.”.  
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Vision: “Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to 

 reach their full potential and live their dreams”. 

Soroptimist Thunder Bay 

Club Meeting Wednesday,  

June 9 at 7 pm  

Join Zoom Meeting: Judy 

will advise connection 

details 

 A Conversation with Cheryl 

I have been thinking about how one goes about being inspiring to 

others in troubled times.  I looked at speeches that were made dur-

ing the Second World War and the Great Depression.  What these 

speeches had in common was that they offered hope.  It seems 

these days; we take one step forward receiving our first dose of the 

vaccine.  We tell ourselves that once we have our turn at the sec-

ond dose of vaccine and two weeks have passed, we will be vacci-

nated.  We can kick up our heels!  We’ll be “footloose and fancy 

free” as the saying goes!  Oh the places we’ll go and the things 

we’ll see!  It reminds me of how I felt before I obtained my driver’s 

license.  I recall thinking of the independence I would have.  (Of 

course, I hadn’t stopped to consider that I’d only be able to drive 

my mother’s car when she didn’t need it!)   Hopefully, being fully 

vaccinated will mean that we can visit and hug our family mem-

bers, friends and others.  It may mean that we can gather with our 

fellow Soroptimists and perhaps share a meal.  With these happy 

thoughts, I was initially surprised to hear of fully vaccinated folks 

contracting COVID 19.  For one blissful moment – now reality has 

set in.  Things will be better; it likely means that we will still have to 

be careful.  Perhaps we will have to continue to modify how we do 

things.  While we are used to the modifications the pandemic has 

necessitated over the past fifteen months, I have my fingers 

crossed that these modifications will be few in number!  

Being pragmatic, I am now onto Plan B - optimistic that our Sorop-

timist Club members will be able to gather together sometime in 

late summer or in the fall.  In the meantime, I am concentrating on 

happy thoughts that make me smile.  Summer is here or very 

close.  I smile when I think about our ECR “Riding the Wave” 

Spring Conference.  I was so proud and happy to see sixteen club 

members attend both nights.  



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   June 2021 

 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m sure you all were bursting with pride when you joined the 

other one hundred or so Soroptimist women in listening to Laija 

Beaulieu speak about her journey and the difference our Club as 

well as the ECR “Dream It, Be It” awards will make in her and her 

family’s lives.  Laija is certainly a wonderful ambassador for the 

“Live our Dream” program.  As an aside, I was pleased that she 

introduced Chase to all the ladies and that he got to show his 

“ears” to everyone.  I’m sure everyone loved meeting her as well 

as Chase!  Every time I think of Laija, her journey thus far, and how impactful our Club’s “Live 

Your Dream” and now the ECR award is to Laija, it makes my heart sing.  We have helped a 

woman on her journey to create a better life for herself and her family!  Imagine the difference 

Laija will make in the lives of all the people she plans to help once she is finished her formal 

studies!!  Ladies, take a bow!! 

With the month of June, we are likely all thinking about summer holidays and how it likely will 

still be different from pre-pandemic summers.  However, before the end of June, Faith and 

Kathleen will hopefully be involved in some way in the presentation of the three 100th Anniver-

sary DIBI bursaries to the deserving winners. Won’t these girls be surprised and happy!  

Through these bursaries, we will be spreading the word about our Soroptimist Club as well as 

having a positive impact on these girls and their families!  

Speaking of celebrations, Karen and the 100
th
 Anniversary committee are planning to mark the 

Soroptimist of the America’s 100
th
 anniversary with a party.  They are hoping to host this event 

in our beautiful garden.  I am confident it will be a fun-filled event!  I can’t imagine any gathering 

of folks with Karen at the helm not being fun!!  After all, she is the one who made “A Few hour 

tour” at our “Riding the Waves” virtual Spring Conference a hoot!  Who would think that we 

would all have to get out our purses and dig through them for things we likely didn’t know we 

had hiding in the bottom of them -laughing all the time!  Thank you again Karen for agreeing to 

do this for our club with a maybe bit of arm twisting and some not misplaced flattery!   

In the recent Club newsletters, the “Did You Know?” articles highlighted the work done by the 

early Soroptimist members during a time when women didn’t have all the “rights” we currently 

have.  Yes, I know that there is work to be done in this regard.  However, I can’t help but be 

proud to be following in the footsteps of all these Soroptimist women who dared to take action to 

make the world a better place for women and girls in spite of the social norms of the times.  I am 

simply in awe of our Club’s Soroptimist members who were instrumental in establishing the So-

roptimist International Friendship Garden!  This likely was not an easy feat! 

Over the coming summer, I hope you are able to relax in the sun and meet with family and 

friends (providing the Government rules allow this.)  I hope you ((and maybe some family mem-

bers as well) will participate in our internal Club “summer bottle” drive that Kathleen will be de-

scribing in this newsletter.  I want to thank Maxine for agreing to install our new board members.  

Thank you to Judy A and Kim for agreeing to be interim Membership Co –Chairs and for Karen 

B. for agreeing to be Club secretary for the coming year.   



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   June 2021 

 3 

 

 

I want to thank Marlene and Karen for taking care of Membership this year and Kim for under-

taking to fill in as secretary until June.  We have been riding the “waves of change” with the 

pandemic for fifteen months now; I hope that when September rolls around, life will be back al-

most?  to the way it used to be.  Even with the turbulence of the pandemic “waves” this past 

year, our Club did make a difference in the lives of women and girls in Thunder Bay and 

through the President’s Appeal – women and girls in other parts of the world.  You have all con-

tributed to this and for that I sincerely thank you!   

I will leave you with this song to sing or hum with the hope that you have a wonderful summer 

with thoughts of all the great things our Club can do in the coming year and especially with our 

Spring Conference 2022 and the fun we will have!   After all, each one of us is a - wait for it:  

A “Calendar Girl” 

By Neil Sedaka 

Have a wonderful and safe summer!                        Cheryl  

I love, I love, I love my calendar girl 

Yeah, sweet calendar girl 

I love, I love, I love my calendar girl 

Each and every day of the year 

You start the year off fine 

(February) You're my little valentine 

(March) I'm gonna march you down the 

aisle 

(April) You're the Easter Bunny when you 

smile 

Yeah, yeah, my heart's in a whirl 

I love, I love, I love my little calendar girl 

Every day (Every day) Every day (Every 

day) 

Of the year 

(Every day of the year) 

Maybe if I ask your dad and mom 

(June) They'll let me take you to the Junior 

Prom 

(July) Like a firecracker all aglow 

(August) When you're on the beach you 

steal the show 

Yeah, yeah, my heart's in a whirl 

I love, I love, I love my little calendar girl 

Every day (Every day) Every day (Every 

day) 

Of the year 

(Every day of the year) 

Yeah, yeah, my heart's in a whirl 

I love, I love, I love my little calendar girl 

Every day (Every day) Every day (Every 

day) 

Of the year 

(Every day of the year) 

I light the candles at your sweet sixteen 

(October) Romeo and Juliet on Halloween 

(November) I'll give thanks that you belong 

to me 

(December) You're the present 'neath my 

Christmas tree 

Yeah, yeah, my heart's in a whirl 

I love, I love, I love my little calendar girl 

Every day (Every day) Every day (Every 

day) 

Of the year 

(Every day of the year) 

I love, I love, I love my calendar girl 

Yeah, sweet calendar girl 

I love, I love, I love my calendar girl 
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SI Thunder Bay General Meeting 

May 12, 2021 

7:00pm Via Zoom 

 

Present: Cheryl Ball, Judy Perrier, Karen Bortolin, Cindy Figus, Lorrie Haslam, Kim Koivukoski, 
Linda Adams, Kathleen Rismondo, Shirley Smith, Maxine Tenander, Faith Crichton, Marilyn Fen-
wick, Melanie Cates , Marlene Crago, Lee Anne Nalezyty, Judy Anderson, 

 

Regrets: Sharon Godwin, Rosa Martin, Enid McKenzie, Barbara Fraser, Joan Taddo, Lauren Butman, 
Karen Lynn Evans, 

 

AGENDA 

 

Cheryl called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

 

Business Meeting 

 

Minutes 

Moved by Kim 

Seconded by Cindy 

That the Minutes of the April 14, 2021 General Meeting be accepted as distributed. 

Carried 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

Cindy reported that there had been 1 transaction – a registration refund. The $5000 GIC had ma-
tured and the funds moved into Club funds. 

Moved by Cindy 

Seconded by Lorrie 

That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented. 

Cindy reported that Directors’ Insurance should be purchased. She will include the amount of the 3 year 
cost of $750 in the budget.  

Cindy also explained the invoice for member fees that she will send to each member. The invoice ar-
ticulates how the fees are dispersed. The Club receives $24 of the $190 member fee. The member fee of 
$190 is due  June 25th. 

Committee budgets are due today (May12th). 
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Wendy Hiebert of Grand Erie won the $75 +$10 card from SI Thunder Bay at the ECR Conference. 

 

Correspondence 

A Thank You for past support and a request for future support was received from Adult and Teen 
Challenge. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

-Maxine reported that the Olive Ede Philanthropic Committee Recommendations will be enacted. 

-Trusts 

Maxine reported that the Committee of Maxine, Cheryl, Judy P. Cindy and Lorrie are meeting on May 
17th to review a Trust document. 

Moved by Maxine 

Seconded by Judy A. 

That SI Thunder Bay set up a Trust and determine the Trustees. 

Carried 

The Committee will examine a Trust document and plug in the Club’s particulars. They will also de-
cide on Trustees, probably 3. The Trust is established once the document is signed by the Trustees 
and money has been deposited. The next step will be making application for charitable status. 

Please contact Maxine by email or phone if you are interested in being a Trustee. 

-Spring Conference 2022 – no report 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

-Virtual Tea and Conversation – April 22, 2021. 

Lee Anne reported that a very productive get together was enjoyed by members attending the vir-
tual event. There will not be a meeting in May. 

-Soroptimist 100th Anniversary 

Karen reported that the Committee is meeting on May 17th. It is difficult to make firm plans because of 
the uncertainties with Covid restrictions. 

-SI Policies and Procedures 

A Committee has met. Work is in progress 

-Archives 

Lorrie reported that all of the records are now in storage at the church. 

 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   June 2021 

 6 

 

PROGRAM 

Live Your Dream 

Judy P. noted that tomorrow night Laija is speaking at the ECR Spring Conference. 

This year there were 27 “Live Your Dream Awards” given out. If the Region has 30 Awards pre-
sented , it would be eligible for an additional $3000. It was suggested that perhaps the Club should 
raise enough money to award 2 “Live Your Dream Awards” with the hope that we will have 2 de-
serving candidates apply. 

DIBI 100th Anniversary Bursaries 

Faith reported that the 3 schools have responded. She and Kathleen expect to have names by June. 
Faith and Kathleen will present the awards in coordination with the schools’ graduation plans. 

Comfort Kits 

Lorrie sent the lists to Cheryl. Maxine is ordering the bags. Lorrie and Judy A. are doing the rest of the 
shopping. Members have donated $350. 

Underground Gym 

Lee Anne will keep the membership informed when she is contacted regarding cleaning. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

-Article read at ECR Conference re: Online Auction 

Kathleen’s excellent note that she submitted to ECR with the online auction report was read at the 
Spring Conference. She also submitted a picture of a successful bidder. 

-A discussion ensued as to the possibility of a future online auction. Kathleen and Shirley will discuss it 
further, perhaps having another Valentine auction in 2022. 

-Possible Yard Sale 

Lorrie talked with Joan who is in agreement to having a Yard Sale at her house. She has to find an 
apartment before her house is put on the market. 

-Board April 28, 2021 Budget and Planning Meeting 

This was well received by the Board members who reviewed the process. 

Committee budget requests are due by May 12th 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Faith explained that all Committees should indicate PR expenses for their activities in their budget 
requests. She will submit a budget for PR activities which promote the whole Club. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

-ECR Spring Conference 2021 

“Riding the Waves” 

16 members of SI Thunder Bay attended the May 3rd session. 

-Big Goal and Accelerator Projects 

The big goal of reaching 500,000 girls and women in 10 years is reached through participation in the 
Dream Programs. Accelerator Programs indicates that points will be given for other projects that en-
hance the goal. Cheryl will distribute the chart of the programs that qualify. 

-ECR Spring Conference Part 2 – Thursday May 13, 2021 

Laija Beaulieu to speak at Conference and the Soroptimists of the Year will be announced. The commit-
tee of Maxine, Lee Anne and Marilyn submitted SI Thunder Bay’s choice. 

-SIA October 1 -3, 2021Virtual Conference registration 

-Cheryl forwarded to members, registration info about the Gender Equality Forum being held in 
Paris.  

-New SIA President Elect – Stephanie Smith 

-SI Thunder Bay Board Openings 

Cheryl announced that Karen has agreed to assume the position of Secretary. Judy A. and Kim will 
take the lead in Membership. There will be an Induction at the June meeting. 

 

Happy May Birthdays to Enid McKenzie May14th, and Judy Anderson May 31st 

 

Any Other Business: 

Maintaining contact with members is important especially in these Covid times.  

 

After the Soroptimist Pledge, the meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 
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Fundraising        

 

 MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

Due to Covid 19, it has been a challenging year for member-

ship to raise money. We were very fortunate to have a suc-

cessful auction in support of our, “Live Your Dream” pro-

gram.  Unfortunately, campaigns that were usually designated 

to raise money for CLUB FUNDS took a big hit and hence, we 

find ourselves in the hole. With that in mind, we are once again forced to 

think outside the box in an attempt to re-coup some of the debt that we 

have incurred. VOILA...... AN INTERNAL BOTTLE DRIVE is born. 

 

                             THE RULES 
1) You and your family (possibly friends) enjoy a cool re-

freshment on your patio during the summer months. 

2) When the bottles/cans accumulate you bring the empties to 

the beer store for a return on your investment. 

3) You designate a jar in your home to put the money in and 

watch it grow over the months of June, July and August. 

4) At our first meeting in September you bring your jar in, 

anonymously empty it into a bigger jar, we add up the money 

and hopefully we have paid down our debt a wee bit. 

 

                               ADDITIONAL RULES 

5) Feel free to involve your extended family and close friends. We welcome 

funds from all walks of life. 

6) Like all fundraising activities, your participation is purely volun-

tary. 

7) To be clear, “ WHAT HAPPENS IN THE GARAGE, STAYS 

IN THE GARAGE”. 

     Something different. Something fun. Something 

from the comfort of your own home. Looking forward 

to the results of our leisurely efforts.  

 

Fundraising Co- Chairs 

Shirley and Kathleen 
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Enid has been a Soroptimist member 

for 35 years.   Since the beginning of 

COVID 19, Enid has opened her apt 

door and played the piano every 

Thursday evening for tenants in her 

building to hear. A remarkable Sorop-

timist and a remarkable lady. 

Last week Enid celebrated her 88 

birthday. Keep on trucking Enid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for naming me as your 

Soroptimist of the Year for 2020-

21.  While I normally have a lot of 

say on any given subject, this 

time I don’t.  I am honoured and 

as the British often say “gob 

smacked”.  Thank you. 

Also the yellow roses (meaning 

friendship) were simply beautiful!!  

Thank you!  Thank you!! 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl  

 

Soroptimist of the year  

Musician extraordinaire 
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Over the past few months, I have submitted ar-

ticles for our monthly newsletter on the history 

of the Soroptimist organization.  By now, I think 

you realize that I like history.  Not history as it 

pertains to wars and dates of famous battles.  I 

like to know how people lived in the “olden” 

days.  When I use the phrase "olden days” I am 

not referring to the 1950’s or 1960’s the dec-

ades my sons referred to as the “olden” days!  I 

hope that by taking this trip down memory, we 

have all learned a bit more about the times and 

what a trail these Soroptimist women blazed for 

all the women who followed them. 

While looking into our shared Soroptimist his-

tory, I kept thinking about the Canadian Soropti-

mist Clubs and wondered when they were char-

tered.  In doing a bit of research, I found that 

the SI Vancouver was the first Soroptimist Club 

chartered in Canada in 1926 which is 5 years 

after the first club was chartered in California. 

SI Chilliwack was chartered in 1935 and SI Cal-

gary was chartered in 1934. In the Eastern 

Canada Region, SI Toronto was chartered in 

1934 and SI Peterborough was chartered on 

May 3, 1936 as their Facebook page celebrates 

their 75
th
 anniversary with a list of their charter 

members.  Of course, SI Thunder Bay (Fort 

William-Port Arthur once was known as the city 

at the “head of the lakes”) was chartered on 

May 6, 1949.  Some of our current members 

(me included) had the privilege of knowing one 

of our Club’s charter members Viola Duffield.  

Viola was a single lady who had worked for Fort 

William Hydro.   

The above is just a snippet of Canadian Sorop-

timist history.  I don’t know if the Soroptimist 

Foundation has archives of the activities under-

taken by the Canadian Clubs.  I believe I read 

that the Soroptimist of the Americas have re-

cords dating back to the beginning of this won-

derful organization.  I also know that our Club’s 

archives are stored in a number of boxes that 

will need to be reviewed to see what is perti-

nent.   

This led me (you all know that I never tell a 

story from start to finish without a few detours – 

again just the way my mind works!) to wonder 

what happened in Canada following the char-

tering of our Soroptimist Club.  What strides did 

Canadian women make during the seventy-two 

years that our Club has been in existence? 

Through some research, I found that one year 

before our Club was chartered in 1948; the 

United Nation’s National Assembly adopted the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights which 

states that “All human beings are born free and 

equal in dignity and rights”.  As Canadians we 

likely take this for granted and may not have 

known that this wasn’t always true.     

Did you know that in 1951, Ontario passed the 

Fair Employment Practices Act (creating fines 

and complaints system to minimize discrimina-

tion) and the Female Employees Fair Remu-

neration Act (to tackle the gender wage gap)?  

I’m not sure that even today that all women re-

ceive the same pay for the doing the same 

work as their male counterparts.  

It may hard to fathom that it wasn’t until 1955 

that restrictions on married women holding fed-

eral civil service jobs were finally abolished.   

 

 

Did you know 
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1960 – When I think of this year, I think of the 

Beach Boys and the new dance craze - the 

“twist”.  However, this is the start of the 

Women’s Liberation Movement.  The move-

ment consisted largely of white, well education 

women who fought for reforms such as paid 

maternity leave, rape crisis centres and 

changes to the abortion laws.   

This also was in this year that Aboriginal 

women won the right to vote in federal elec-

tions without having to abandon their Indian 

status. 

It wasn’t until 1964 that married women were 

allowed to be jury members. The other big 

change that occurred in 1964 (and I’m sure that 

young married women today would be sur-

prised to learn) was that married women were 

now entitled to open a bank account without 

their husband’s signature.   

In 1967 the Royal Commission on the Status of 

Women chaired by Florence Bird was created. 

It is not until 1969 that the Criminal Code is 

amended to legalize the distribution of informa-

tion on methods of contraception and their pre-

scription as well as sexual acts between two 

consenting members of the same sex. 

Over fifty years ago now, the 1970’s were the 

years that we continue to see changes to 

women’s rights.  Some things likely haven’t 

changed for example, in the 1970’s two thirds 

of welfare recipients were women.  Women 

earned 57 cents to every dollar earned by men.  

I suspect that if we reviewed the statistics for 

2021, we would still see that this still holds true.  

This is why the Soroptimist “Dream Programs” 

are so important – to lift women out of poverty 

through education in order to better their lives 

and the lives of their dependents!   

The Report from the Royal commission on the 

Status of Women was released revealing dis-

turbing findings on the discrimination faced by 

women. Maternity benefits are added to Unem-

ployment Insurance in 1971.  (I don’t think the 

U.S.A. has universal paid maternity benefits to 

this day.)  By 1975, women earned 60 cents for 

every dollar earned by men.   (If you are keep-

ing track that is a 3 cent raise in 5 years.)   Also 

1975, is the International Year of Women.  It 

isn’t until 1977 that the Canadian Human 

Rights Act passed prohibiting discrimination on 

the basis of sex, and ensuring equal pay for 

work of equal value.  In 1978, the Canada La-

bour Code was amended to eliminate preg-

nancy as a basis for lay-off or dismissal. In the 

same ear, the Airline flight attendants gain the 

right to work after marriage and after they 

reach the age of 32.  

It takes until 1980 (the year my eldest son was 

born) for a woman to lead a provincial political 

party.  Alexa McDonough became the first 

woman to lead a provincial political party in 

Nova Scotia. 

In 1983 rape laws were modified in order to in-

clude sexual aggression and to make it illegal 

for a husband to rape his wife.    

In 1988, the Supreme Court of Canada invali-

dated the Criminal Code sections which deal 

with abortion.  

1989 Audrey McLaughlin a Member of Parlia-

ment for the Yukon become the first women 

elected as Party Leader of a federal party.    

Also, 1989 was the year that we were all horri-

fied to learn of the fourteen young women at 

the Ecole Polytechnique de Montreal were 

killed because their killer accused them of be-

ing feminists. 
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I seem to keep harping about wage differences 

between men and women.  According to my 

information in 1990 a male manager earned an 

average salary of $48,137.00 while female 

managers earned an average salary of 

$27,707.00.  A male in teaching earned an av-

erage of $38,663.00 while women in teaching 

earned an average of $24,767; men in sales 

earned an average of $27,825 while women in 

sales earned an average of $13,405.00.  

In 1991, the Federal Government declared De-

cember 6
th
, as the National Day of Commemo-

ration to End Violence against Women.  Some 

30 years later, we still have women dying vio-

lently often at the hands of their significant 

other or another male.      

In 1993, Kim Campbell served as Canada’s first 

woman Prime Minister for less than five 

months.  However, by 1995, women made up 

almost half the labour force in Canada. 

In 1995, Bill C-72 prohibits using Intoxication is 

no longer allowed as a defense for violent 

crimes including sexual assault. 

By 2000, it is documented that 52% of victims 

of violent crimes are women.  

It is worth noting, that an 2021 article states 

that in Canada, approximately every six days a 

woman in Canada is killed by her intimate part-

ner. Further, a 2017 Statistics Canada report 

states that young women and girls in northern 

Canada comprising of the territories and the 

northern parts of most provinces were dispro-

portionately victims of violent crimes.  Young 

female victims in the North were most com-

monly victimized by a male (77%) and close to 

half (44%) of who were more than five years 

older than the young woman or girl they victim-

ized. 

The report states that “Violence against young 

women and girls in the North was most com-

monly perpetrated by an intimate partner or 

spouse (44%), a casual acquaintance (22%), or 

a family member (22%).  This was compared 

with the South, a slightly larger proportion of 

young female victims in the North knew their 

assailant (95% to 92%), more often as some-

one they were dating at the time of the crime 

(27% versus  (20%) or as an extended family 

member (9% versus 4%).  Overall four-in-five 

(80%) violent crimes against women and girls in 

the North were reported to police on the same 

day the crime took place, compared with just 

over two-thirds (7! %) in the South.”  Violence 

against young women and girls has long been 

established as an ongoing human rights issue 

and barrier to gender equality. 

I had originally thought my search of the strides 

Canadian women had made over the past 72 

years would be an uplifting reflection of the 

years gone by.  My initial balloon full of opti-

mism deflated in reading just a bit of this Statis-

tic Canada report.  While we all likely agree that 

women have made great strides in many areas 

of Canadian life, there is still much to be done 

in with regard to Violence against women and 

girls; as well as lifting women out of poverty.  I 

recall Karen B. sharing the story of a woman 

who remained with her abusive partner be-

cause he beat her up only one day a month as 

opposed to what she had previously experi-

enced – abuse each day!  My heart sank when 

I heard that story and did once again as I typed 

this article.  While the focus of this article was 

on Canadian women, imagine what women and 

girls have endured in other less developed 

countries in the world, or countries fighting 

never ending wars.  
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While I know that we can’t solve all the world’s 

ills, maybe, just maybe our local “Dream It, Be 

It” program will influence even one young girl to 

make better, safer decisions that lead to her to 

be self-confident and financial independence.  

We have had success with our “Live Your 

Dream” program and Laija is a wonderful ex-

ample.  Hopefully we will be able to keep 

abreast of news on Laija and Chase’s journey 

to financial security.  I can’t help but think there 

must be other women in Thunder Bay who are 

the head of a household and are pursing post-

secondary education in order to better their 

and their dependents’ lot in life.  Let’s spread 

the word and try to raise a few more dollars so 

that we can help more than one woman on her 

journey to a better life.  I am hopeful that in this 

coming year through our continued support of 

the Soroptimist Dream programs, we will con-

tinue to celebrate the difference we have made 

in women and girls lives!! With that thought, my 

balloon of optimism” is filling.  How about your 

optimism balloon?  

  

Some thoughts by Cheryl  

Sick and Visiting Report for June 2021 

 

During the phone calls that were made I found: 

 Barb F…. just got over 3 weeks of diverticulitis and her and Lorne 

were looking  forward to going to camp with their son on the 

weekend 

 

Joan….the healing of her spine is a slow and painful process; 

 she is on pain killers every 4 hours 

 

Yvonne….wasn’t able to have our usual conversation, as she was 

experiencing shortness of breath  and had been for a few days;  

otherwise she was fine 

 

Enid…. was over whelmed with all the phone calls she received after the  

article was in the paper 

 

An e-mail to Rosa found her and family all well;…..as were  most of the 

members that I spoke with. 
 

Respectfully Submitted  

Shirley 
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Summary of 2020-2021 Soroptimist Year  

 

The 2020-2021 Soroptimist Year’s first meeting was “in person”.  I’m sure everyone was happy to be 

able to meet with their fellow Soroptimists while wearing a mask and adhering to the socially dis-

tance protocol.  Little did we realize that this would be our one and only “in person” meeting.  When I 

stood at the front of you in the Cardinal Room that night, I considered myself fortunate to be the 

president of a group of dynamic women who want to make a positive impact on the lives of women 

and girls living in Thunder Bay and throughout the world.   

Past President Karen passed the Soroptimist President’s pin and responsibilities to me in a unique 

and fun installation ceremony in June, 2020.  Everyone wondered what the receipt of playing cards 

in their mail meant in a Soroptimist context.  Karen didn’t disappoint.  It was certainly a memorable 

installation and fun to boot!!  Thank you Karen.   

At our September meeting, I don’t think we realized that this would be our one and only “in person” 

meeting for the next nine months.  At this meeting, Linda showed us the samples lovely blue Club 

shirts she had.  Some members were able to try them on that night and order them.  Linda re-

quested other sizes and made arrangements for those members to go to her home and try them on.  

Thank you for doing this for our club Linda.  We sure look great on zoom all dressed in blue! Linda,  

It will be the same in person hopefully all will see them when we host next year’s Spring Conference 

2022  

On August 11
th
 and 18

th
 I attended the first virtual ECR Leadership Training Academy.  During the 

summer while at camp, I contacted the regional membership chairperson Bonnie Domonchuk to ask 

for information on a membership orientation for new members.  Bonnie sent me the package that 

she uses in her Cambridge Club.  Over the summer, I also worked on a board training session for 

the new board.  Each board member received a folder with reference material that included a de-

scription of their responsibilities for their specific board position.  Along with information on club 

dues; parliamentary procedures, policy & procedures information including what is a policy or proce-

dure is and what isn’t; the role of a board of directors; the Soroptimist Four Pillars and the commit-

tees and the members associated with each pillar and four communication rules.  It was a full eve-

ning when we had this virtual learning event on November 25, 2020.   

Since an “in person: Two Bit Auction wasn’t possible last Fall, the fundraising committee headed by 

Kathleen and Shirley agreed to undertake our first ever virtual fund raising event.  A name was 

quickly chosen the “Sweet Dreams Auction”.  How appropriate as it was held in February close to 

Valentine’s Day in support of our “Live our Dream”  
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program.  Our members enthusiastically supported this event.  Kathleen and hubby George spent 

countless hours on their computer as well as doing a myriad of other work for this fundraiser.  Crissy 

kindly provided her creative talents to our auction items – presto – magic!  The Public Relations 

committee of Faith, Judy P. and Melanie came through with advertising our event.  The club mem-

bers spread the word to family and friends.  Our first ever virtual auction was a success! 

During the fall, our beautiful Soroptimist International Friendship Garden got a refresh.  The arches 

were painted and our Club paid to have our name placed on the arches!! Thank you to the Garden 

committee of Maxine, Enid and Judy A. for a job well done! 

Lorrie and her husband Peter installed new shelves in our Storage Unit.  Melanie and Lorrie detailed 

all the items in storage so we now know where things are.  Also in May, 2021, the Club’s archives 

were added to our storage unit.  Thank you to Lorrie and Peter for retrieving our Club’s archives 

from Joan’s home.  Thank you to Joan and previously Barb for being our Club Archives chairs and 

for storing these records.  

Also in the autumn, the board reviewed a new power point New Member Recruitment/Orientation 

package that SI Toronto developed.  SI Toronto used this package to host a virtual recruitment 

event and garnered new members.  Our board discussed amending this presentation to reflect SI 

Thunder Bay Club information.  Also Karen B. and Lee Ann agreed to look into developing new poli-

cies and procedures for our club.  The work continues in that regard.   

Speaking of “behind the scenes work”, Marilyn agreed to help me with drafting new Club by laws.  

Marilyn, Maxine and I met via zoom and reviewed the draft by laws. They agreed with the proposed 

draft SI Thunder Bay club by laws.  I suggested that we hold off introducing these proposed by laws 

to the club until such time as we knew whether we were going to apply for charitable status in case 

some tweaking of the bylaws would be necessary. Thank you Marilyn and Maxine.   

I drafted a SI Thunder Bay Project Management form.  Feedback was received indicating that it is 

too long.  Back to the drawing board I go.  Hopefully, I will have something shorter and more useful 

to show everyone in the Fall.    

 As soon as the “Live Your Dream” portal was open, Judy P. was busy as the chair of “Live Your 

Dream”.  She worked diligently to get the word out about our grant.  As we know, she and Linda 

chose a wonderful candidate for this award Laija Beaulieu who not only won our local award, but 

was also the ECR grant winner.  Laija spoke at our Spring 2021 ECR Conference and certainly 

made us all proud! Thank you Judy P., Linda, and the publicity committee - Faith for taking the pic-

ture and the article in the newspaper, Judy P. for placing it on our Club’s website and Melanie for 

placing it on face book.   
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SIA held a virtual event regarding the “Soroptimist Forward Tool Kit”.  Lorrie, Judy P. Maxine and I 

attended this information session.   Why is it that when they demonstrate what can be done on a 

computer with the software, it doesn’t work that way when I try?  One of the mysteries of life along 

with where does that second sock go when two are put in the dryer at the same time. 

At our October general meeting, I installed our new member Susan Chopp. On October 22 and 27, 

2020, a few members joined me in attending the ECR virtual Fall Conference.  ECR chose the 

theme “Changing Colours, Changing Times”.  I wonder if they had listened to the Bob Dylan song 

about “the times they are a changing”. One of the items covered was a new Public Relations product 

called “Canva”. Faith has worked diligently to learn how to use this product and is now known as our 

Club’s “Canva expert”.  Thank you Faith for all our work in learning how to use this new advertising 

product.   Following the Fall Conference, I provided an overview of the two-night event for all the 

members and sent it out via email.  On the Saturday between Fall Conference night one and two , 

Maxine joined me in attending the Soroptimist Foundation first ever virtual General Meeting.  It was 

interesting to learn more about the Foundation and the work that they do.   

Also as the Fall proceeded, Kathleen and Faith considered how our Club could deliver a “Dream It 

Be It” event using the book “The Confidence Code”.  After much thought, they decided that a virtual 

event would be too big a task for this year with the girls already being on zoom for their daily school 

day.  They instead suggested that our club award 3 one-time only bursaries to a graduating girl in 

each of the 3 schools where we have conducted a DIBI event in the past. Our members were so 

pleased with this suggestion that instead of giving an bursary of $50.00 it was suggested (I think by 

Lee Ann) and endorsed by all in attendance that we instead give a $100.00 each in honour of So-

roptimist of the America’s 100
th
 anniversary.   

Lorrie and Judy A. offered to co-chair a Christmas Comfort Kit campaign since we weren’t able to do 

Comfort Kits in June 2020. Once again our members contributed to this project that resulted in 50 

comfort kits being prepared with items marginalized women could use including winter hats, gloves 

and socks.  Thank you Lorrie and     Judy A.   

In November, I contacted Governor Jennifer and suggested that we have a President’s Meeting.  I 

thought that being a Club President during a world-wide pandemic would be a bit like the old 

“Maytag Repairman” commercial.  The ECR presidents weren’t able to  meet with Governor Jennifer 

until January, 2021.  We were able to hear what the other ECR clubs were doing and how challeng-

ing it was to keep in touch during these unsettled times.  I was pleased to report that Lee Ann sends 

out our monthly newsletter (they were aware of our newsletter).  Also that Shirley had been calling 

our members  
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each month and Laurie has been sending out cute stories and jokes daily to our members.  Thank 

you Lee Ann, Shirley and Lorrie.        

The board training event was held on November 25
th, 2021

 via zoom.  I had so hoped to be able to do 

this “in person” but it simply wasn’t possible.  Armed with the folders of resource material (the con-

tents I listed earlier) we met.  I should say that prior to November 25
th
, I had asked the board mem-

bers to look at the 12 minute U Tube – TED TALK video with Chris Grundner entitled “Modern Non 

Profit Board Governance” and to read the associated document that Judy P. had found entitled 

“Why Passion Isn’t Enough for Your Board of Governance”. At the conclusion of this session, I sug-

gested that I could provide additional training/information on Effective Committee management and 

how Club budgets work.  The board agreed that it would be helpful.  During the winter, we held two 

more training events prior to the applicable board meeting.     

In December, a few members joined Judy A and Lorrie to fill the Comfort Kits.  By the time I found 

the side door to the Heritage building (how embarrassing for me!), there weren’t many bags left to 

fill!  Judy and Lorrie had everything well organized.  Faith took a picture of all the members who 

helped that day and once more it went into the newspaper!  Thank you ladies. 

Our December virtual club meeting was a fun-filled event.  Kathleen attended from Ottawa.  I want to 

thank Karen for the idea of a cocktail themed party and the great games!  Thanks to both Karen and 

Shirley for  coming up with a way to have our Christmas gift draws!  Everyone had a wonderful time 

in spite of having to get together via zoom. Thank you to the members who supported the 

“President’s Appeal” this past December.  We raised more money for this fund than we had in prior 

years. 

Marlene arranged with Elevate for our Club members to donate items for Christmas for their mem-

bers many of whom are marginalized women.  The Elevate staff was very appreciative of all the 

items Cindy and I took there.  It is amazing the reaction of the staff to a soft towel, or a pair of soft, 

comfy socks or pajama pants!  I remember the late Maureen Hill saying that this Christmas project 

warmed her heart because the folks at Elevate were so thankful for anything that they were given.  

This reminds me of Melanie sharing her experience where she saw a young woman grooming her-

self with the items from one of our comfort kits.  Yes ladies, all our acts of kindness make a differ-

ence in a woman or a girl’s life – it shows them that someone cares!   

Kim agreed to be the club secretary until June, 2020.  It was a relief to the board members as they 

didn’t have to take the minutes.  Thank you for agreeing to assume this role Kim and for being pa-

tient with me as your proof reader.  To say it isn’t one of my strengths is an understatement.  Kim 

quickly sought Faith as a proofreader.  Thank you Kim and Faith.  .     
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In January and February, Kathleen and her committee were gathering the items, doing write ups and 

photographing the items for the auction site.  When the “Sweet Dreams” auction was launched, it 

was simply a “thing of beauty”.  Thanks to Maxine for suggesting this idea and putting Kathleen in 

touch with someone at Alzheimer’s Society who could share her experience with Kathleen.  Thanks 

to Kathleen, George, Shirley, Crissy, Judy P., Faith and Melanie for all your expertise.  Thank you to 

the club members who donated, shared the site and tried to drum up interest in our first virtual auc-

tion!  We made money for our “Live Your Dream” award – way to go! 

One of the things I’ll remember about this pandemic is the virtual meetings.  I attended a number of 

DIBI virtual meetings with Judy and Faith during the past year.  Judy P., Cindy and I attended a we-

binar on February 21, 2021 orchestrated by SI Toronto on “Sex Trafficking- the Ugly Truth”.  It was 

an informative session.  We met the women who are involved with two organizations to help women 

who have been trafficked.  They are the “Rising Angels” and “Roots to Empathy”. One of these 

women had been trafficked herself.  Those in attendance had the option of donating to SI Toronto 

and the money would go to these charities.  The donor received a charitable tax receipt.   Something 

we will be able to do once we have registered charitable status.     

While zoom is handy, I am not an expert.  I did attend a 5:30 a.m. webinar on “Micro Volunteering” 

that was being conducted from England.  It was interesting.  I’m sure the attendees  found my ac-

cent as unusual as I did theirs.  There may be opportunities for our Club to utilize “micro volunteer-

ing” in the future.    

Speaking of zoom, I want to give a BIG thank you to Judy P. for arranging general meetings as well 

as committee meetings.  Thank you to Lee Ann for arranging our monthly tea and conversation ses-

sions. A big thank you to Lee Ann our “super-duper whiz” newsletter editor!!  Also thank you once 

again to Shirley for all her phone calls and Lorrie for her daily jokes and stories.  You may think “oh 

it’s nothing!”  However, it is something BIG.  It shows that we are a club of members who care about 

each other and want to lift each other up when a member may be feeling down.  Also we want to 

celebrate with each other when good things come to pass!!  Being a connected club is important!!   

Zoom became a tool that I used much like an email or telephone.  Now don’t’ get excited – I’m not 

saying I use all the features, but I can click on the link and talk!!  I know you may wish that some 

days I “talked” a bit less!  I found zoom especially helpful when meeting to discuss the draft club by-

laws.  It was helpful when Maxine, Marilyn and I met with a representative from SI Kawartha Lakes 

about how their club works as a registered charity.  This was before Maxine, Cindy and I were in-

vited to attend the March 9
th
 ECR information session on Trusts provided by Corinne Rivers (SI 

York) and Barbro Stalbecker-Poutney (SI Toronto) who are lawyers.  
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At our March General meeting, we all got to meet Laija Beaulieu and her son Chase.  Thank you 

Judy P. and Linda for all your work in selecting this outstanding candidate as the winner of this 

year’s “Live your Dream” award.  Thank you Faith for taking the great picture and placing it in the 

newspaper for all to see.         

Following the meeting with Corrine and Barbro, Maxine briefed the board and then the membership 

about what we learnt from this “Trust” information session.  Maxine then met with the Olive Ede Phil-

anthropic committee comprised of Maxine, Lee Ann and Marilyn.  Maxine requested money from this 

fund in order to go forward with forming a Trust and ultimately seeking charitable status. A report 

with the recommendations from this committee was circulated to the membership including phoning 

members who might not have seen the email with the attached committee report.  Once again, the 

members agreed with the Committee’s plan for the use of part of this money.  Approval to move for-

ward with setting up a trust was approved by the membership at the May 12, 2021 general meeting.  

The “Trust” committee has been formed with Maxine, Judy P., Cindy, Lorrie and me having met on 

May 17 to discuss next steps
  

We had two speakers at our meetings this year.  Erin Beale from Roots to Harvest provided us with 

a lot of information about the many facets of their work.  It is amazing all the work they do and the 

difference they have made in the lives of the Thunder Bay citizens during this pandemic.     

Our members learnt a lot more about human trafficking in Thunder Bay when Kate Bortolin met with 

us in April to tell us about how vulnerable women and girls are impacted by gangs.  I’m sure you’ll 

agree with me that we could have kept listening to Kate and asking questions all night. Thank you 

Karen for arranging for our two great speakers.  Thank you for arranging for the two potential mem-

bers to join our meeting – Ally and Dulcie.    

At the ECR 2021 “Riding the Waves” Spring Conference, there were 16 members present both 

nights.  I was tickled “blue” to see you all in your Club shirts!. Thank you to Linda for being our dele-

gate.  I’m sure Laija was pleased to see so many of us in the audience when she spoke on the sec-

ond night of the conference!!    

Thank you to the members for honouring me with “the Soroptimist of the Year” award for SI Thunder 

Bay,  When I asked Maxine to head a committee of non-board members to choose our Soroptimist 

of the Year in June, 2020, I never thought it would be me.  I provided Maxine with the ECR criteria 

for Soroptimist of the Year.  I was relieved that I wouldn’t be involved in the difficult task of choosing 

a winner.  Thank you to Maxine for chairing this committee, Marilyn and Lee Ann for serving on the 

committee. 

Lastly, I want to compliment you all on how we have grown individually. We are a bit more tech 

savvy and that is nothing to sneeze about.  A year ago, we wouldn’t have dreamed of hosting a vir-

tual auction or that we would continue to thrive, recruit potential members all virtually!  
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Well we did it ladies!!  Much like the early Soroptimist members, we didn’t let the challenges of the 

day stop us from moving forward and trying to help those most in need. I sincerely hope that when 

you reflect on the past year, you will feel that I have kept you all informed as to what was happening 

in the world of the Soroptimist organization and that I personally thanked you for all your work (now 

watch I probably missed thanking someone).  While the “times they are a changing”, one thing that 

hasn’t changed (even with the world in a state of flux with pandemic and wars to name a few of the 

challenges), is our continued support of one another and our desire to help women and girls better 

their lot in life.  Stay tuned to year two – Imagine what we can accomplish! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Ball, President 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  2020-2021           

We were not able to gather in person this whole year and forced to rely on Zoom to con-
duct our board and club meetings. Attendance on Zoom meetings was pretty good. I 
spoke a few times during our club meetings about Soroptimists –  the five Federations 
and  our history. President Cheryl regularly submitted articles to our newsletter to 
enlighten us further.  
 
In September we welcomed our new member Susan Chopp. Susan had attended a Re-
cruitment Event that was hosted by Rosa Martin and Marlene Crago last year.  
 
Our December Christmas Zoom had a “cocktail party” theme, an auction, and we played 
Covid Bingo and Christmas trivia. Thank you to Shirley Smith for her efforts to pull off a 
successful auction. We had Erin Beagle from Roots to Harvest as guest speaker.  
 

In March the Live Your Dream award was presented to Laija Beaulieu who moved us to 
tears with her story. What a wonderful young woman! Prospective member Allison Pike 
was our guest. She was very impressed with what our club does and said that, while her 
life is too busy at the moment, she would definitely be interested in joining us someday. 
 
In April we had three guests. Katie Bortolin, Program Manager for Beendigen, spoke to 
us about the dark side of Thunder Bay for vulnerable women. We were also joined by 
prospective member Dulcy Pennicooke, who plans to join our club for the coming year. 
Our third guest was Marlo Ellis, CEO of “The Uncommon Woman”, who explained what 
her group is about.   
 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   June 2021 

 22 

As 2021 is the 100th Anniversary of Soroptimists it fell to the Membership Committee to 
plan our celebration. I asked for committee volunteers in April and we now have a com-
mittee of eight. Due to the present uncertainty with Covid restrictions it is hard to plan 
anything. So far we do know that it will most likely be at the Friendship Gardens, we 
will use our two blue gazebo/tents, that it will be held in late August or early September, 
and that we want to do a memorial in the tree grove. We do not know if it will be private 
for SI members and invited guests, or if the public will be invited, as that will be deter-
mined by the Covid restrictions. We have some ideas as to what we can safely serve for 
refreshments.  
 
Membership Co-chair Marlene Crago felt the need to step back from her duties. There 
was no recruitment event this year. The two prospective members found us after they 

visited to the International Friendship Gardens and checked out our website.  
 
Thank you to the members of the Membership Committee. There wasn’t much for Judy 
Anderson and Kim Koivukoski to do without dinners to host. Joan Taddo looked after 
the Archives until a water issue in her basement had us move everything into the storage 
room at First Wesley United Church. Barb Fraser is our International Goodwill contact; 
she sent Christmas cards to our five sister clubs (two in Japan, Finland, Scotland, and 
Wichita, Kansas). A committee made up of Maxine Tenander, Lee Ann Nalezyty and 
Marilyn Fenwick chose our Soroptimist of the Year.  
 
Shirley Smith made monthly phone calls to our members to make sure all was well with 

them. The majority said they were fine considering the Pandemic situation and the anxi-

ety of when they might receive a COVID shots. Sadly there are a few members who are 

struggling with ongoing health issues. Our members expressed appreciation for the calls 

and conversations. Thank you, Shirley. 

– Chair Karen Bortolin 
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Public Awareness Committee Report: 2020-2021 

 

Members:  Faith Crichton, Melanie Cates, Judy Perrier, Lee Ann Nalezyty 

 

It has been an interesting and productive year for Public Awareness this year.   We have 

been able to promote the club regarding our activities despite the limitations of the pan-

demic restrictions.   

 

Coffee News 

Chronicle Journal:  “Our Stories”,  “What to Do” section 

Fiona Gardner, “What’s Happening?”/ CKPR television Website 

Face book 

Website 

Walleye Magazine 

The Source 

 

Our new media tool used this year was the Canva poster program.   A positive learning ex-

perience for myself as I delved into this poster-creating program for the first time.  A 

poster was created for the On-line auction and submitted for viewing on Face Book, our 

website, The Walleye Magazine and The Source.  An notice was placed in the What to Do 

section as well.     An interview was arranged on “Around Town” with Fiona Gardiner with 

Cheryl on January 20th to promote the Virtual Auction.  A poster was also created and 

shared on our sites for International Women’s Day.  A “Riding the Wave” card was created 

to accompany S.I. Thunder Bay’s gift card raffle submission for the ECR virtual Spring Con-

ference.    

 

Articles and photos were submitted to the Chronicle Journal’s “Our Stories” section for the 

Comfort Kits that were assembled and distributed to the Harm Reduction Program again 

this year, and a photo and article was submitted to acknowledge this year’s Live Your 

Dream winner, Laija Beaulieu.  They were also posted on the website and on Face Book. 

 

The use of Face Book, Newsletter and the website proved even more valuable this year to 

promote events.  Boosting the Face Book posts for the Online Auction increased our activ-

ity to over 5,000 views during the auction.  We spent $140 in boosting and were able to 

reach a demographic much larger than our normal following.  We might want to consider 

using boosts for other fundraising activities in the future.     
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Lee Ann continues to send out copies of our monthly Newsletter and now mails them to 

two members who have difficulty accessing the Newsletter electronically.  This gesture is 

greatly appreciated by all members.  Susan Pierce, Regional Director requested a copy of 

the S.I. Thunder Bay Newsletter to be also emailed to her and to Governor Jennifer, for the 

ECR website.  I’m sure ECR members are impressed with all the activities that our club ac-

complishes…talk about “networking”!!  Thank you, Lee Ann. 

 

Judy’s update of our website is on-going.   She also checks any email inquiries that have 

come through the site.  We have made more contacts and garnered interest in the club by 

her posting our events and submissions on the S.I. Thunder Bay website.    As mentioned 

by Judy, please check out and share the website www.tbaysoroptimist.com and if you have 

any suggestions or comments, club input would be greatly appreciated. 

 

The Public Awareness Committee had some positive outreach for the club this year.  Once 

again, Chrissy Cano, our lovely “share”optimist, was a major contributor to our Virtual 

Auction.  Her photos of the items definitely were a huge part of the Auction’s success.   We 

extend our gratitude to Chrissy for sharing her talent and for her on-going support to the 

club. 

 

My gratitude to the Public Awareness Team, Melanie, Lee Ann and Judy P. for making Public 

Awareness initiatives such a success this year for our club.  Thank you, too, to all club 

members for your participation in this year’s activities, for spreading the word, and for 

your continuing support to promote our club in the community.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Faith Crichton, Public Awareness Chair  

On behalf of your Public Awareness Team, Melanie, Judy P. and Lee Ann 

 

http://www.tbaysoroptimist.com
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FUNDRAISING REPORT  2020 / 2021 
SWEET DREAMS AUCTION 

 
 

When one is dealt with adversity, there are two options. Often the first reaction is to throw in the 

towel and give up because that’s the easy out. The second option is to meet the challenge head on, 

persevere and come out the other end stronger, more determined and feeling a great sense of ac-

complishment. In the fall, when SI Thunder Bay realized we would have to pivot how we fundraise 

due to Covid restrictions, we chose the latter option. WHY? Because that’s who we are; STRONG in 

numbers, DETERMINED to empower other women and DRIVEN to turn a challenging situation 

into a success! 

At our first meeting in September it was decided by the membership that we would embrace the 

virtual world of fundraising. This led us to the 32auction site whereby our plans to fundraise for the, 

“Live Your Dream”, award began to materialize into a promising event. 

Our auction name was, “Sweet Dreams”. Sweet was suggested as it was to be held in the month of 

February. Dreams was a reflection of the purpose we were fundraising for, our signature program, 

“Live Your Dream”. Our auction link ended with, dream21. Again sticking with the dream theme 

and 21 noting the year it took place. 

With the generosity of our members and of the local business community we were able to acquire 38 

items to post on the site. There was a wide range of items that appealed to a large demographic; jew-

ellery, tools, household items, electronics, sporting goods, art work, health and wellness, gift certifi-

cates and lotto tickets. The value of the items ranged from $35.00-$850.00. All the items secured a 

bid. 

A vital component of making the site appealing to the potential bidders was to dress up the items 

that were up for auction. We were very fortunate to have had Chrissy, ‘Friends of Soroptimist”, help 

us with this task. Her creativity, eye for detail and photography skills made each item stand out. We 

are very grateful that she was willing to volunteer her time to this monumental task. 

Advertising played a vital role in the success of our auction. Our P.R. Committee did a fabulous job 

getting the word out via a variety of media outlets; our local newspaper, locally published maga-

zines, SI Thunder Bay Facebook page and website, a poster was created for members to distribute 

through their social media outlets, we even had President Cheryl make an appearance on our local 

television station to promote the upcoming event. Can’t get any better than that! 

When like-minded women work together, good things happen. From the first seed planted to the 

last bid placed our first ever online auction, “Sweet Dreams”, was an OUTSTANDING SUCCESS!! 

Raising $3882.00 for our, Live Your Dream”, program. 
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The most rewarding part of the whole process for our members was being able to meet our winner 

Laija and learn about her journey.  Laija is an amazing young woman whose determination and per-

severance left no one with a dry eye. We at SI Thunder Bay are proud to acknowledge that Laija was 

also the winner of the E.C.R. “Live Your Dream”, award. TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFER-

ENCE.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Fundraising Co-Chairs 

Kathleen Rismondo and Shirley Smith 

 

 



Soroptimist Thunder Bay   June 2021 

 27 

SICK and VISITING REPORT   2020 — 2021 
 

 

Monthly phone calls were made to our ladies making sure all was well. I was sorry to hear that a 

few       

of the members were struggling with on going health issues. Majority of others said they were fine 

considering  

the Pandemic situation; as well as the anxiety of when they would be receiving their COVID shots.  

Many of the members expressed their appreciation for the the calls and conversations. 

                   

Needless to say 2020 - 2021 has been an unusual year for all…..and everyone is looking forward to  

some kind of a new normal soon; so we will be able to get together again. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Shirley Smith 
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